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“When thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.” 


Vol. XII. 


--Luke xxii: 32, 








( EDITORIAL NOTES AND COMMENTS. ~) 


HE article which we copy from the 
New York Su, ‘‘America to Be- 
come Catholic,’’ is composed of extracts 
from a contribution by Father Elliott to 
the Catholic World, a monthly magazine 
published by the Paulist Fathers, of 
whom Father Elliottis one. His article 
fills eight pages in the April number of 
that magazine, andapart from its fatuous 
expectation of converting Protestants, it 
is the most incoherent’ production we 
have seen in any periodical that claims 
to be respectable. At the same time the 
little band of Paulists (they do not num- 
ber a score) and the great army of Jesu- 
its will do all they can to pervert silly 
Protestants. Recently a Presbyterian 
minister who has received many con- 
verted Catholics into his church said 
that Protestant pastors should announce 
special preaching services and lectures 
for Catholics. This would offset the 
work of the Jesuits. We shall be glad 
to aid pastors in this work wherever 
needed. The tide of religious life in all 
our large cities is away from the Roman 
Catholic Church. Christian churches 
should be ever ready to instruct and 
welcome such persons. They will re- 
spond to the Gospel message if delivered 
to them in love. 


Rebellious Catholics. 


Five thousand Roman Catholics in 
Indiana who are members of the Knights 
of Pythias have refused to obey the com- 
mand of the Pope of Rome to sever their 
connection with the Order. Good for 
them! As their refusal to obey the 
‘* vicar of Christ’’ in this matter en- 
tails excommunication and deprivation 
of the sacraments, without which the 
Roman Church says they cannot be 
saved, we hope the Protestant ministers 
of that State will institute ‘‘ missions to 
Catholics,’’ after the manner of Father 
Elliott, and tell them that salvation can 
come to them through Christ alone. In 
every State of the Union Catholics are 
rebelling against the rule of the Pope, 
and their numbers are increasing at such 
a rate that at the next Catholic Con- 
gress Miss Elder can raise her figures of 
‘* 20,000,000 loss’’ to 25,000,000 souls 
lost to the Pope in the United States, but 
saved for liberty, good citizenship and 
the Kingdom of Christ. The Catholics 
can be converted if the people of God in 
this country will put forth their energies 
in this direction. Let every Christian 
do what they can in this matter and the 
Lord will bless the seed sown in His 
name. ‘That is His promsse. 
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Cardinal Gibbons’ Boomerang. 


The denunciation by Cardinal Gib- 
bons of ex-priests and anti-Roman 
lecturers whose stock in trade is filthy 
suggestions of the immoralities of priests 
and nuns and the obscenities of the con- 
fessional comes with bad grace from a 
man who was trained in the same_hor- 
rible school of moral theology as those 
ex-priests. It has been well said that 
as wicked and depraved as human _ na- 
ture is, itis not as bad as those Jesuit 
writers of the moral theology of the Ro- 
man Church would make it appear. 
Last month a_ learned Protestant 
minister asked us to loan him the moral 
theology works of Dens, Gury and 
Archbishop Kenrick in order that he 
might read and translate some passages 
for the information of prominent  busi- 
ness men who were acquainted with 
Archbishops Corrigan of New York, 
Ryan of Philadelphia, and other prelates, 
and who had learned from those agents 
of the Pope that the Roman theology 
We 
gave him the books, and he read them 


in Latin and English for those gentle- 
men. 


was not so bad as represented. 


Of course they were disgusted, 
as every person of refinement must be 
who hears of such vileness in books that 
profess to teach the religion of Christ 
and the way of salvation. When 
Protestant friend returned the 
he said Corrigan and 


our 
books 
Ryan had lost 
some valuable acquaintances. 


Good Work For Ex-Priests. 


While the virulent attack of Cardinal 
Gibbons, which was delivered at the 
grand high mass in 
Baltimore, 


his cathedral at 
March 31, 1895, 
and, of course, sent all over the country 
by the press associations for publication 
in the daily papers, showed how sensi- 
tive he and all other Roman bishops and 
priests are on the subject of exposure of 
the iniquities of Romanism, there is a 
lesson in his denunciation which all 
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true Christians would wish former 
priests to learn. It is this (and what is 
here said was published in the first vol- 
ume of THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC in 
January 1884 in reference to the other 
‘* Father O’Connor’’ who exhibited *' a 
total absence of Christian spirit in his 
lectures) ’’ : 

‘‘ His [the counterfeit Father O’Con- 
nor’s] course needs no further comment 
than that Christian people should le 
cautious in receiving and encouraging 
anti-Roman lecturers whose only stock 
in trade is bitterness of spirit and vigor- 
ous depunciation of Popish practices 
Let it be taken for grantsd, what every 
Protestant believes, that Popery is a 
false system of religion, and that the 
intelligent Roman Catholics are finding 
this out. Would it not be better for 
those who abandon that unscriptural 
system, be they priests or laymen, to 
take the Bible in their hands, and with 
a living faith in Christ the Redeemer, 
and only Mediator, endeavor to present 
a better and surer way of salvation than 
Rome could give them.’’ 

Thisis what we have sought to do by 
speech and writing since we renounced 
the faith of Rome and withdrew from 
the priesthood seventeen years ago, and 
what we inculcate upon every priest wlio 
comes to us forcounsel and help. Thank 
God, many have followed our example, 
but they do the work of Christ without 
seeking notoriety or denouncing their 
former friends. 


Generous Recognition. 

The Rev. James M. Buckley, D. D., 
LL. D., editor of the New York C/77s- 
tian Advocate, the great official paper of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, in 
presenting a large number of valuable 
works to the Methodist Historical So- 
ciety of this city, said in the Advocate 
of April 4, 1895: 

‘* 4/so,nine volumes of THE CONVERT- 
ED CATHOLIC, containing an arsenal of 














weapons for honorable controversy with 
the exclusive claims and peculiarities of 
the Roman Catholic Church. The 
editor and publisher is James A. O’Con- 
nor, formerly a priest of that Church, 
who has confined himself to the exposi- 
tion of the doctrinal and scriptural 

rounds on which he made the change 
irom Romanism to evangelical Chritian- 
ity,and who had presented them to us.”’ 

Thia estimate of THE CoNVERTED 
CATHOLIC as an arsenal of weapons for 
honorable controversy with the Roman 
Catholic Church,and the recognition of 
its value in the special field of religious 

rk which it occupies are highly ap- 
preciated. 
authority 
Buckley. 


There is no more competent 
on the subject than Dr. 


Temporal Power of the Pope. 


A new and strong organization of Ro- 
man Catholics has been formed in this 
country for the restoration of the Pope’s 
temporal power, if we may accept as 
true the following that appeared in the 
New York Suz, April 18, 1895: 


At an international Catholic confer- 
ence held at Liege, Belgium, in April, 
1893, the declaration, often recited by 
Pope Leo XIII., that the restoration of 
the Pope’s temporal power is necessary 
tor the well being of the Catholic Church, 
was solemnly subscribed, and the na- 
ons of the world were invited to form 

rganizations advocating the Pope’s in- 
dependence. 

In the United States such an organi- 
zation has just been formed, and this 
week the Catholics of this city have 
been asked to interest themselves in it. 
The association is called the Pope’s Au- 
tonomy Order of the United States of 
America. It is the intention to form in 
every Catholic parish throughout the 
country a branch of the order. 

Mgr. Satolli has approved the project. 
President Dunne says that the Apostolic 
lelegate,after examening the constituti- 
onofthe order,declared he considered the 
object in view ‘‘a most laudable one 
and one to be approved, and that the 
plan in the abstract seemed to present 
no objectionable features.’’ 
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Chaplain McCabe’s Tribute to Dr. Murphy. 
The New York Christian Advocate, 
April 25, 1895, contains an appreciative 
and loving tribute by the beloved Chap- 
lain McCabe to the memory of the late 
Rev. Dr. Dennis Murphy, the great 
converted Catholic Methodist preacher 
of Iowa, whose departure for the heav- 
enly home was recorded in the March 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC. From Dr. Mc- 
Cabe’s glowing sketch of the life of his 
departed friend, ‘‘ one of the noblest of 
all the glorious army Methodist 
preachers,”’ following 


of 
we select the 
suggestive paragraph : 

Dr. Murphy had a very great desire 
to preach the Gospel to Roman Catho- 
lics. He wanted to come to New York 
and take a down town church with that 
special work in view. Again and again 
he offered himself to the General Com- 
mittee, but good men who are now in 
heaven opposed the project and he was 
not accepted. Supposing it was because 
we did not feel able to pay hissalary, he 
offered to come for a year at his own 
expense. He had rare tact for this sort 
of missionary work, and it has been one 
of the regrets of my life that he was not 
allowed to come. 


We hope all the ‘* good men now in 
heaven ’’ who opposed the work for the 
conversion of the Roman Catholics that 
was so dear to the heart of Dr. Murphy, 
have left no-successors in the Missionary 
Committee of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. We attended the Geneial Con- 
ference in Philadelphia in May, 1884, 
when Dr. Murphy presented his eloquent 
plea for the evangelization of his former 
co-religionists, and the resolution to es 
tablish missions for such work was car- 
ried unanimously and _ enthusiasticly. 
But when the Missionary Committee met 
in this city the following November, the 
lay members of that committee, the men 
Mho had many Roman Catholic em- 
ployees and transacted business with 
Catholics who had money to spend, op- 
posed the project, though all the bish- 
ops and ministers heartily endorsed it. 
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REASONS FOR RENOUNCING ROMANISM AND WITHDRAWING 
FROM THE PRIESTHOOD. 


BY REV. JAMES A. O'CONNOR. 


Ill. 

C 3N continuation of the subject in last 
month’s CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
it is further necessary to say that a gen- 
tleman in this city told me that a 
‘Father O’Connor’’ had recently ap- 
plied to the Society of Spiritualists in 
this city for the position of lecturer and 
advocate of their principles. | Whether 
this is the same ‘‘ Father O'Connor ”’ 
who personated me in Canada in 1881, 
as related in the April CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC, or another ‘‘ Father O'Con- 
nor’’ I donot know. But I do know 
that I never attended a meeting of Spir- 
itualists, I have no acquaintance with 
such people, never talked to one of them 
or met them in all my life. I do not 
even know by name one Spiritualist in 
the United States, and never read a 
word of the writings of such persons. 
They may be good people and _ their 
principles may be suitable for those who 
understand Spiritualism, but I know ab- 
solutely nothing about them, and never 
had the least thought of inquiring about 

their doctrines. 

Since 1883 I had not heard of this 
‘‘Father O’Counor’’ until this year, 
and I am not certain that he is the same 
person who is now using my name. 
But he certainly gave many persons the 
impression that he and I were identical 
when he was lecturing against popery in 
Canada and this country. In the first 
volume of THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
there appeared a ‘‘ Personal Explana- 
tion’’ on this subject by the Editor, 


from which the following passages are 


taken: ‘‘ During the last two years the 
Associated Press despatches published in 
all the daily papers of the country have 
frequently referred to the treatment re- 
ceived by a Father O’Connor who has 


een delivering anti-Roman lectures in 


various States. The Editor of this 
magazine is generally known as Father 
O’Conno, and it was assumed that he 
was the person referred to. The fact 
that another Father O'Connor had left 
the Roman Catholic Church within the 
last few years, and had taken a bold 
stand in delivering lectures on his ex- 
perience as a priest, seemed to be alto- 
gether unknown. This man is no rela- 
lion of the Editor and publisher of Tur 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC, and has no con- 
nection with the Reformed Catholic 
movement. From the treatment he has 
received in his anti Roman lectures it 
seems that he has not commended him- 
self either to Protestants or Catholics, 
and from the subjoined letters it is evi 
dent that he is sailing under false colors 
by representing himself as the Father 
O'Connor, of the Reformed Roman Ca- 
tholic Church, New York. Mr. George 
Keily writes from Mapleton, Grand 
Traverse Co., Mich., under date of Oc- 
tuber 27, 1883: 

‘** To Rev. James A. O' Connor : 

‘** DEAR Sir :—I take great interest 
in reading yonr letters to Cardinal Mc- 
Closkey and the accounts of your work 
among Roman Catholics, and I am glad 
to say that I had the pleasure of seeing 
you when you lectured in Traverse 
City, Mich., recently.’ 

‘* A lady who is interested in the con- 
version of Roman Catholics writes from 
Ohio: ‘I was delighted when I saw it 
announced in the papers that Father 
O'Connor was to lecture in our town. I 
went to the hall occompanied by a num- 
ber of friends. The lecturer had not 
been speaking ten minutes when I knew 
it could not be you. There was a total 
absence of Christian spirit in his dis- 
course. Great was our disappoinment.’ 

‘* Thé following letter is more serious 




















still, and ponies this O’ Comer in a very 
unenviable position. It is from a lead- 
ing merchant in the city from which it 
is written : 
‘« * Office of W, J- MCKENzIE. | 
MUSKEGON, MICH., Oct. 25, 1883. | 
*“** Rev, James A. O’ Connor : 

‘“* DEAR SiR :—I received the num- 
ber of THE ConverTED CATHOLIC and 
am much pleased with it. In a few 
days I will send you a club of subscrib- 
ers. But my reason for writing now is 
to inform you that there is a person lec- 
turing around here representing himself 
as Father James A. O’Connor. He lec- 
tured here on the 8th inst., and at North 
Muskegon two or three times ; and I 
saw by last evening’s paper that he was 
mobbed in Berlin, Mich. Ifthis manis 
a fraud I think you ought to be inform- 
ed. W. J. McKENZIE.’ ”’ 

In the same year, 1883, I received a 
notice from the Mercantile Library of 
this city requesting me to return some 
books that I had taken from that insti- 
tution and detained a long time. I 
called at the library and learned to my 
amazement and indignation that this 
‘‘Father O’Connor’’ had used my name 
for the purpose of obtaining books from 
the library which he did not return. I 
satisfied the persons in charge that I was 
not the ‘‘ Father O’Connor’’ 
taken away their books. 

I have burdens enough to carry in 
this difficult work, sometimes I think 
more than I bear, without being saddled 
with the faults of others. IfI had not 
learned to cast my care upon the Lord 
the load would be too heavy, and like 
other honorable ex-priests I would seek 
refuge under the protection of one of the 
great religious denominations where I 
could preach to Protestants exclusively 
and leave the Roman Catholics to the 
tender mercies of the bishops and priests 
who, instead of feeding the flock with 
the Gospel of Christ, shear them and 
even take away the hide. 


who had 
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“WORK OF CHRIST'S MISSION. 
JAMES A. O'CONNOR, PASTOR. 

In the editorial notes in last month’s 
CONERTED CATHOLIC reference was 
made to a learned Roman Catholic gen- 
tleman who had come to Christ’s Mis- 
sion from a theological seminary and 
who was received as the guest of the 
Mission until his future course could be 
decided. This gentleman, Dr. Francis 
Xavier Ess, has been at Christ’s Mission 
for the last month and no Roman Ca- 
tholic ecclesiastic who has been received 
into the Mission has exhibited such 
stores of learning or broader culture than 
this latest guest of the Mission Home. 

Dr. Ess was born in Germany in 1856 
and after pursuing his studies in the 
Roman Catholic schools and colleges he 
was graduated from the University of 
Halle as Doctor of Fhilosophy in 1883. 
Immediately after his graduation he was 
elected a member of the faculty of the 
Roman Catholic University in Alsace- 
Lorraine, and for eleven years he con- 
tinued a professor in that institution. 

Last year he came to the United States 
and was received by Archbishop Corri- 
gan to be ordained to the priesthood. 
He was assigned to the Roman Catholic 
Seminary at Troy, N. Y. But when 
the time came for his ordination he de- 
clined to enter the priesthood. and 
through the kindness of a German 
Evangelical minister in Troy he was 
placed in communication with Pastor 
O’Connor and accepted his invitation to 
come to Christ’s Mission and sever his 
connection with the Roman Church. 
When he first visited the Mission he 
brought with him his diploma as Doctor 
of Philosophy, and this Pastor O’ Connor 
exhibited to Father Lambert before his 
departure for the West Indies and to 
several Protestant ministers who became 
interested in Dr. Ess as a learned man 
who desired to leave the Roman Churci 


and accept the Gospel of Christ. He will 
continue to make the Mission his home. 


REV. PAUL POLLACH, D. D., M. D. 

Two years ago Rev. Paul Pollach, D. 
D., who had been a Roman Catholic 
missionary priest in China for six years, 
was the guest of Christ’s Mission and 
Mr. O’Connor visited Nortnfield during 
the Bible Conference. He preached sev- 
eral times in the Mission and greatly 
impressed all who met him as a brilliant 
man, who earnestly desired to know the 
truth of God. He had been educated 
for the priesthood in the Propaganda, 
Rome, where Mgr. Satolli had been his 
professor, and after his ordination he 
was assigned to the mission in China, 
success in 
Church that 
the Propaganda designed to appoint him 
bishop of a province in the interior. 
But Dr. Pollach would not accept this 
appointment, for he had begun to see 
that the doctrines of the Roman Church 
the faith 
delivered to the saints, and he could no 


where he labored with such 
the interests of the Roman 


were departures from once 
He re- 
turned to Europe with the intention of 
withdrawing from the priesthood, but 
he was induced to withhold his resigna 
tion for a time. He visited various 
countries in Europe delivering lectures 
on the manners and customs of the 
Chinese, and after spending some months 
in England he came to this country. 
While the guest of Christ’s Mission he 
resolved to break his connection with the 
Roman Church. This hedid, and from 
that time he has been studying medicine 
with the view of returning to China asa 
Protestant 


longer give his assent to them. 


medical missionary. Last 
month he received the degree of M. D. 
from the Hering Medical College, Chi 
cago. Ina letter announcing this hap- 
py event he said : 

DEAR BROTHER O'CONNOR :—After 
a long retirement and almost entire sep- 
aration from all my former friends, I 
feel in an increased degree the joy to 
turn again to-day to all those dear ones 
who are living near me in spirit though 


IC. 


CATHO 
far removed in body. I did not write 
to you for a long time, not because I 
had forgotten you or from indifference, 
but I wished to concentrate my mind 
on my studies and devote all my time to 
medicine. 

Now, thanks to God, and to Him 
alone be all the praise and glory, I have 
reached the port I had in view. Onthe 
ninth of April I received the degree of 
M. D., and thus begin a new career. 

I have been associated here in Chica- 
go with a number of godly Christian 
physicians who are earnest workers in 
the cause of Christ and are specially in- 
terested in medical mission work. They 
have formed the International Medical 
Mission Institute, and it has received the 
visible and choicest blessings of God. It 
is an evangelical institution for the edu- 
cation of medical missionaries and the 
sending out of consecrated medical men 
to all places where they may become 
messengers of heaven, angels to the af- 
flicted and laborers in the Lord's harvest. 

It is probable that, if the Lord’s will 
continues to be manifested further, I may 
go back as a medical missionary in con- 
nection with this Institute to the country 
where I was formerly engaged. 

Please give my kindest regards to all 
in Christ’s Mission. May God bless 
you. Your devoted brother in Christ, 

PAUL POLLACH. 


*K., 


Good news has come to us from an- 
other converted 
Christ's Mission last year, and whose 
family endeavored to compel him to re- 


priest who was at 


turn to the priesthood. But they did 
not succeed, though they induced him 
to abandon for the present his purpose 
to become a Protestant minister. He 
continues steadfast in the faith, however, 
and will never return to the supersti- 
tion of the Roman Catholic Church. 
When a priest once loses faith in the dis- 
tinctive doctrines of the Roman Church, 
that faith never returns to him. 
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N the April ConVERTED CATHOLIC 
we published, in Latin and En- 
glish, the full text of the oath taken by 
Roman Catholic bishops. It was a true 
copy of the oath as it appears in the 
‘* Pontificale Romanum,’’ the ritual 
book of prayers and ceremonies used by 
Roman bishops all over the world. But 
there is one sentence which Roman Ca- 
tholic bishops in the United States de- 
clare they do not subscribe to. It is 
this: ‘‘ Hzreticos, schismaticos, et re- 
belles eidem Domino nostro, vel succes- 
sobus przedictic, pro posse persequar et 
impugnabo’ ‘ All heretics, schisma- 
tics and rebels against our said Lord 
(the Pope), I shall persecute and op- 
pose to the utmost of my power.”’ 
Whether it is a Jesuitical trick on the 
part of the American bishops to pretend 
to ignore or avoid this clause, those who 
know them can determine, but it is cer- 
tain that the full oath is prescribed by 
the authorities in Rome who appoint 
bishops and is taken by prelates in all 
countries where the Papal rules are in 
force. 

Since our last issue we have procured 
from a Roman Catholic priest the full 
text of the oath taken by priests in the 
United States. It is the oath to which 
we subscribed in company with several 
other young priests in St. Mary's Semi- 
nary, Baltimore, Maryland, at the time 
of our ordination in 1871. This oath is 
the only one taken by Roman Catholic 
priests in this country as follows : 

FORMULA JURAMENTI 
AB IIS PRAESTANDI, QUI TITULO MIS- 
SIONIS ORDINANTUR 

Ego——_———__ Filius 
Dioecesis— spondeo et juro, 
quod postquam ad sacros Ordines pro- 
motus fuero, nullam Religionem, Soci- 
etatem aut Congregationem regularem 
sine speciali Sedis Apostolicae licentia 
aut S. Congregationis de Propaganda 


Fide ingrediar, neque in earum aliqua 
professionem emittam. 


OATH OF ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIESTS. 


Voveo pariter et juro, quod in hac 
Dioecesi vel in alia Dioecesi ejusdem 
Provenciae, perpetuo in divinis adminis- 
trandis laborem meum ac operam sub 
omnimoda directione ac jurisdictione 
Reverendissimi Patris Domini pro 
tempore Ordinarii pro salute animarum 
impendam; quod etiam praestabo, si cum 
praedictae Sedis Apostolicae licentia 
Religionem, Societatem aut Congrega- 
tionem regularem ingressus fuero, et in 
earum aliqur professionem emisero. 

Item voveo et juro, me praedictum 
juramentum et ejus obligationem intel- 
ligere, et observaturum. Sic me Deus 
adjuvet, et haec sancta Dei Evangelia. 
Die mensis A.D. 18 








Testis : 
[fRANSLATION. | 
FORM OF OATH 
TAKEN BY THOSE WHO ARE ORDAINED 
TO THE TITLE OF MISSIONS. 


‘* [———- son of. the diocese 
of—— promise and swear that when I 
shall be promoted to Holy Orders I will 
not enter any Religious Order,Society or 
Congregation without the special per- 
mission of the Apostolic See or of the 
Sacred Congregation for the Propagation 
of the Faith, nor shall I make profession 
in any of them. 

‘I likewise vow and swear that I 
shall perpetually devote my labor and 
service in administering divine things 
for the salvation of souls in this Diocese 
or in another Diocese of the same Prov- 
ince under the absolute direction and 
jurisdiction of the most Reverend 
Father and Lord the Bishop of the Dio- 
cese for the time being ; which service I 
will also render, if, with the aforesaid 
permission of the Apostolic See, I shall 
enter any Religious Order, Society or 
Congregation, and make profession in 
any of them. 

‘*T also vow and swear that I under- 
stand and shall keep the aforesaid oath 
and its obligation. So help me God, 
and these holy Gospels of God. 

‘* Dated at———— in the Seminary of 
——— the day—— the month of 
—— inthe year of our Lord 18—— 


Witness: ———— — 


(Signature. }———— 
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€ CONVERTS FROM ROME. % 


HERE are few conferences of the Me- 

thodist Episcopal Church in which 
THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC has more 
friends than in the Baltimore Conference, 
the mother conference of Methodism in 
the United States. In 188y and 1890 the 
Editor spent several months preaching 
in various churches in that city, and 
there were many conversions. It 
was in the Methodist Church in Lex- 
ington avenue, of which Rev. L. A. 
Thirlkeld was pastor for his fifth year, 
that a theological student of St. Mary’s 
Seminary, our old a/ma mater, was con- 
verted. Dr. Thirlkeld has since been in 
charge of churches in Washington, D. 
C., and other parts of the conference, 
but at the last session of the conference 
in March he was appointed pastor of 
Greenmount Methodist EpiscopalChurch 
in the city of Baltimore, and the Balti- 
more J/ethodist of March 21 says : 


The Greenmount people appreciate 


greatly the coming of Brother Thirlkeld 
as their pastor. 


One of the veteran members of that 
conference, Rev. Dr. John Lanahan, is 
aconverted Catholic. He has been for 
many years the manager of the Book 
Concern. His brother is one of the 
leading lawyers and financiers of that 
city, and is still a Roman Catholic, as 
are other members ofthe family. But 
other Roman Catholics are also being 
converted in Baltimore and becoming 
useful members of churches. The same 
issue of the J/ethodist announces that 
among the officers recently elected by 
the Sunday School Missionary Society 
of the First M. E. Church is William B. 
O’Connor, treasurer. 

Let the good work go on, and before 
long Miss Elder will have to revise her 
figures and make her computation of 
losses to the Roman Church in this 
country 25,000,000 of souls instead of 
20,000,000. When Catholics know what 


the true, pure religion of Christ is they 
will not only withdraw from Romanism, 
but will unite with the evangelical 
churches where that religion is preach- 
ed. Let pastors and people invite them 
in and they will come. 


ae 
PAWTUCKET, R. I., Feb. 7, 1895. 

DEAR Sir :--A gentleman, who gave 
his name as , came to see me a few 
days since, stating that he had recently 
ran away from a monastery, having 
taken orders in the Jesuit society. He 
made a very favorable impression on 
me. He said he had never before so 
fully unfolded his history. He says he 


is anxious to work for Christ. A. T. S- 
ae 


—, PA., March, 1895. 
DEAR Sirk :—Enclosed find one dollar 
for one year’s subscription to THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC for This ger- 
tleman and family have recently come 
out of the Church of Rome and united 
with the Methodist Church. C. L. L. 


——., Wis.. April 4, 1895. 

DEAR Sir :—A friend of mine in 
Michigan desired me to address you for 
a copy of your publication on the ‘‘Con- 
version of Roman Catholics,’’ and being 
a converted Catholic myself, I desire to 
be fully enlightened upon the great 
subject of the day. A. F. R. 

“~— 

A friend, who is greatly interested in 
this work sends the following : 

‘* Mrs. P handed our grocer a 
copy of THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC, 
and thus learned that he was the son of 
a Roman Catholic father and his mother 
Protestant. He said his parents agreed 
between$themselves soon after marriage 
to leave to;their children’s maturer years 
the determination as to which of the 
two faiths,they should unite with. The 
result was that they are all on the 
mother’s side.”’ 
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Why Protestants Should Seek 
the Conversion of Roman 
Catholics. 





BY REV. A. B. KING, NEW YORK. 


eae ics as a general rule as 
~y the head is taught the heart will be- 
lieve, either unto salvation or perdition. 
We praise God that, according to the 
riches of His electing grace, there are 
exceptions to this rule among Roman- 
ists ; but exceptions prove a rule to be 
true, so that we are oppressed with the 
well-grounded fear that the vast majori- 
ty of Roman Catholics are guilty of a 
debasing and soul destroying idolatry, 
and that their religion is either a theat- 
rical superficiality or a Christless legali- 
ty which alternates between a presump- 
tuous delusion and gloomy fears. 

The majority of Protestants neglect to 
seek the salvation of Romanists because 
they are ignorant of the spiritual peril 
in which such souls are placed. They 
are confirmed in this blindness and in- 
action by such words as are found in 
‘‘Hiram Golf’s Religion,’’ page 41. 
Hiram, in speaking of the Gospel Water 
of Life, says: ‘‘ Your Methodism gives 
it one color, your Catholicism gives it 
another, and your Presbyetrianism and 
Episcopalianism give it still another 
color. Mind you, parson, no matter 
how it is colored, it’s always the River 
of Life.’” But Christ’s Gospel truth 


never tolerates the error which would 
destroy it. When the Philistines would 
honor equally Dagon and the Ark ofthe 
Covenant, Jehovah destroyed the idol. 
An evangelical Protestantism cannot 
slake its thirst at the befouled and pois- 
oned fountain of Romanism, and to 
those who drink thereat it should ex- 
tend a cup of the pure Water of Life. 
Second—Another reason why Protes- 
tants should labor hopefully and zeal- 
ously for the salvation of Roman Catho- 
lics is the fact that owing to ecclesiastic- 
cal dissensions in their Church, and the 
liberalizing atmosphere of our free Am- 





erican institutions which they daily 
breathe, within the last fifteen years a 
great change has occurred in the atti- 
tude of thousands of Romanists, for they 
are being disarmed of prejudice and 
their ears are opened to the presentation 
of the glorious truths of a free and full 
justification through faith in the substi- 
tutionary merits of Christ’s obedience, 
death and resurrection, and a free and 
full sanctification through faith in the 
promise of the Father to give us for 
Christ's sake the Holy Spirit of all grace. 
And all this not in the least to the glory 
of the Virgin Mary and the saints, but 
wholly to the blessed conpassion of 
Christ our Saviour. 

Just here we enter our protest against 
any nominal Protestants who cannot 
discriminate between the detestation 
which is due to Romanism asa ‘‘* Mys- 
tery of Iniquity’’ and the compassion 
which is due to the deluded victims of 
this mingled system of idolatry and sup- 
erstition. So it is that many have no 
sympathy with efforts to reach Roman 
Catholics with the Gospel. In the 
realm of politics and in the sphere of 
labor such Protestants are interested in 
resisting the encroachments of Rome, 
but fail to realize that the only power 
which can effectually and permanently 
overcome the injurious antagonism of 
the ‘‘ Eternal City ’’ is the eternal Gos- 
pel of God's grace in Jesus Christ. 

They are the truest, because the 
wisest, patriots who sustain such men 
as the Rev. James A. O'Connor of 
Christ’s Mission, New York, who labor 
in love to open blind eyes to the blessed 
vision of Christ as the Almighty and 
willing Saviour of the lost and helpless. 
Mr. O’Connor is a warm-hearted, gen- 
erous Irish gentleman. The Holy Spirit 
in making him Christian has so devel- 
oped gifts into graces that he is a man 
to be loved, trusted, and sustained by 
practical sympathy and donations of 
money as ceaseless as his own self-denial. 


38 THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 








The Roman Catholic (Douay) Bible. 

There are only a few material differ- 
ences in the English translations of the 
Bible used by Protestants and Roman 
Catholics—if the latter can be said to 
read the Bible at all. Some of those 
differences have been pointed out in 
previous issues of THE CONVERETED 
CATHOLIC, as for instance, the word 
‘repent’’ in Luke xili. 3, which the 
Romar. version renders ‘‘ do penance.’’ 
The learned Roman Catholic Archbishop 
Kenrick as a scholar could not sanction 


‘do penance,’’ and in his translation of 


the New Testament he rightly used the 
word ‘‘repent’' as the only word for 
But Kenrick’s 
New Testament was never much in fav- 
or with the Roman Catholic bishops and 
priests, and it is long ago out of print. 
Will Cardinal order a new 
edition of it to be printed and cause it to 
be widely circulated ? 

On the first Sunday of last March the 
Cardinal preached a sermon in his ca- 
thedral in Baltimore on the duty of 
reading the Bilie, which so pleased 
many Protestants that the Baltimore 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church passed him a vote of thanks, 
and the American Bible Society has 
published it in its April Aecord, with the 
expression of the hope that the cardinal’ 
sermon may encourage Roman Catholics 
everywhere to read the Bible. In that 
sermon the Cardinal said: 

‘* Viewed as an historical chronicle, 
the Word of God is the most ancient, 
most authentic and most instructive and 
interesting 
mankind. 


the Greek meftanoiecte. 


Gibbons 


record ever presented to 
Were it not for the Hebrew 
annalist, the antediluvian age would be 
a complete blank to all succeeding gen- 
erations.’’ 

All this is very good and every Pro- 
testant who loves the Bible 
mend the of this 
prince of holy 
Church.”’ 


will com 

words ‘* Cardinal 

the Catholic 
But does he mean what he 


Roman 


says when he urges his followers to read 
the Bible? We would not accuse Car- 
dinal Gibbons ofinsincerity, or of saying 
one thing and meaning something else, 
as the Jesuit priest ‘‘Tom’’ Sherman, 
the degenerate son cf the great General, 
William Tecumseh Sheman, said it was 
customary for Jesuits todo. But if the 
Cardinal desires his followers to read the 
Bible he should organize a Bible society 
that could place the Holy Book within 
the reach of the people at a moderate 
price. This he has not done, and, we 
venture to say, never will do. 

As several inquiries have come to us 
recently regarding the price of Roman 
Catholic Bibles, we called at various 
Roman Catholic bookstores in this city 
and learned that the cheapest Douay 
Bible published would cost $1.50, and 
the style of such a Bible was very small 
print and poor binding. Thinking that 
the publishers of the Cardinal’s own 
books, John Murphy & Co., of Balti- 
more, would have 
Bible we wrote to 
the following reply : 


on sale a cheaper 
them, and received 


44 West Baltimore Steet 
BALTIMORE, April 18, 1895 


Mr. James A. O'Connor, New York: 

DEAR Sir :—In reference to your fa- 
vor of the 17th inst., we regret to say 
that we are entirely out of the Douay 
Bible at present, but have an edition in 
press which we hope to have ready 
about the first of June. We will bind it 
in six different styles of binding, 
ranging in price from $1.50 to $6.50. 

Will apprise you when ready. We 
send by mail our catalogue of prayer 
books and will be glad to have an order 
for same. Yours truly, 

JouHn Murpny & Co. 

We do not need the praoer books, but 
we would like to see a Catholic Bible at 
a moderate price. We have Douay Tes- 
taments for sale and distribution at 20 
cents each, much less than the price the 
Catholic publishers sell them. 
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Assaulting Protetant Lecturers. 

While the Paulists and Jesuits claim 
the rights of liberty and free speech to 
organize missions for the conversion of 
Protestants from Christianity to Roman- 
ism they deny the same rights to former 
priests and Protestant ministers who 
seek by the same means to enlighten 
Catholics. Even Cardinal Gibbons de- 
nounces such Protestants as ‘‘apostates’’ 
and ‘‘fallen angels.’’ In England the 
same tactics have been pursued by the 
bigoted Romanists who have organized 
a body. of ‘‘Ransomers’’ for the purpose 
of disturbing Protestant meetings. 

In 1891 the Rev. Dr. Hiles Hitchens 
carried on a correspondence with the 
late Cardinal Manning in reference to 
the rowdy action ofthe Guild of Ransom. 
Upon this correspondence the London 
Daily Chronicle, May 25, 1891, said: 

‘* We cannot say we are entirely sat- 
isfied with the—shall we say — Gladston- 
ian evasiveness of Cardinal Manning’s 
replies, which we publish this morning, 
to the questions put to him by the Rev. 
Dr. Hitchens as to the Roman Catholic 
‘Guild of Ransomers.’ This guild was 
recently founded by a priest called Fath- 
er Fletcher to organize what he calls a 
‘ransom,’ but most people call a rowdy 
‘force,’ for breaking up Protestant 
meetings. Cardinal Manning is asked 
to say in plain English if he, as arch- 
bishop of Westminster, sanctions this 
ruffanism. It is clear that for a time he 
fences with Dr. Hitchens. Finally he 
admits that he did sanction the guild, 
but explains that he did so becauseit 
attacks not the ordinary kind of Protes- 
tant meetings which are held at Exeter 
Hall, but meetings which are addressed 
by ‘ apostate priests’ and nuns, who as- 
sail the Catholic Church from the stand- 
We 


supposed that a very rudimentary ap- 


point of renegades. should have 
preciation of the obligations of Christian 
charity, or, if that were not possible to 
lis Eminence, a still more rudimentary 


sense of humor, would have prevented 
the venerable cardinal-archbishop from 
making this invidious distinction be- 
tween ordinary Protestant meetings and 
Protestant meetings addressed by ‘apos- 
tate priests.’ His Eminence is, if the 
truth must be told, an ‘ apostate priest’ 
himself ; and yet we should be the first 
to denounce any attempt on the part of 
the Anglicans to organize gangs of 
rowdies, under the cloak of a religious 
guild, to break up meetings at which 
Cardinal Manning held forth against 
Protestantism. It is, however, only fair 
to his Eminence to say that from his let- 
ters we might infer that he only justifies 
the use of assault and battery in attacks 
on Protestaut meetings which are ad- 
dressed by ‘ apostate priests’ who hap- 
pen to be ‘scandalous.’ But the point 
is, who decides the question whether 
they are ‘scandalous’ or not? Accord- 
ing to the cardinal, we infer that this 
decision is left to the discretion of Fath- 
er Fletcher, who certainly has shown 
himself to possess very little, seeing that 
he has started by adopting organized 
pugnacity asa means of disseminating 
the ideas of the Prince of Peace. We 
are aware that in the Irish branch 
of the Latin Church priests do not lose 
caste when they plunge into all the hid- 
eous brutalities of an electioneering 
struggle between Timhealyites and Par- 
nellites. In the Island of the Saints it is 
not considered outrageous for the Chris- 
tian priest, armed with his death-dealing 
blackthorn, to transform himself into 
the primitive ‘ medicine-man’ who leads 
But under the 
gentle, refined and cultured sway of 
Cardinal Manning we had supposed it 
was impossible for the English Catholic 


the tribesmen to battle. 


clergyman to degenerate into the mere 
Papist ‘ medicine-man,’ who, under the 
pretence ‘Guild of 
Ransom,’ arrays gangs of rowdies to 
break up Protestant meetings.’’ Does not 
that also apply to Cardinal Gibbons ? 


of organizing a 











pe intolerance of the Roman Ca- 

tholic Church and its complete 
control over the consciences and actions 
of its members is no better exemplified 
than in the order given by Dean Mc- 
Nulty of Paterson, N. J., to the organ- 
ist of his church to cease playing for the 
Jewish congregation of that city, or re- 
sign his position as organist of the Ca- 
tholic Church. Just what harm he was 
doing in playing for Jews on Saturday 
and Roman Catholics on Sunday is not 
plain to outsiders. But the Church 
which claims the right to tell its mem- 
bers even what they must eat and in 
what way it shall be cooked, had passed 
the edict, and it must be obeyed. The 
New York Suz, March 31, 1895, com- 
menting editorially on Dean McNulty’s 
action, says: 

The act of Dean McNulty of Paterson 
requiring Prof. William Davis to give up 
playing in St. John’s Church or resign 
his place as organist in the Barnet Mem- 
orial Temple, a synagogue, seems some- 
what harsh. The difference between 
playing an organ ina Jewish synagogue 
and singing in a theatre may be consid- 
erable ; but it is on record that the late 
Cardinal Cullen, of anti-Fenian fame, on 
more than one occasion in Dublin en- 
gaged prominent members of certain 
Italian opera companies to sing in the Ca- 
thedral; and on such occasionsa high fee 
was charged for admission to the church. 

Now, if that was admissable in the 
Cathedral of Dublin, why should not 
Prof. Davis be allowed to play the organ 
in the synagogue, and also to play in 
the Catholic church? He is simply a 
professional gentleman engaged prefes- 
sionally in each establishment. 

The Suz might have asked, Why, if 
Roman Catholics are forbidden to sing 
or play in Protestant or Jewish church- 
es, does not the Roman Church forbid 
its priests to hire Protestants and Jews 
to sing and play in their churches to 
the exclusion of their own members? 
That well known musicians are paid 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC INCONSISTENCIES. 


high salaries to draw crowds to the Ca- 
tholic services and incidentally increase 
the revenues of the priests, is well 
known, and it makes no difference 
whether they be Christian, Jew, agnos- 
tic, infidel or heathen, so long as they 
‘‘draw well,’’ as theatrical managers 
say. But what do Roman Catholic 
bishops or priests care about inconsist- 
ency so long as the money flows in! So 
long as it flows their way they make no 
objections. 
During the excitement following 
Father McGlynn’s suspension and re- 
moval from his parish, Archbishop 
Corrigan excommunicated all those who 
attended the meetings at which the sus- 
pended priest presided. Oneevening at 
a meeting held in Cooper Union, New 
York, an old man named John Ma- 
guire, an ardent admirer of Father Mc- 
Glynn, was taken sick at the meeting. 
He left the hall to go to his home, 
but died on the stairway on his way out 
of the building. As he had always 
been a good church member, and had 
observed all the regulations of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church, his friends pre- 
pared to bury him in Calvary Roman 
Catholic Cemetery, where he owned a 
lot. The cemetery authorities refused 
to permit him to be buried there, be- 
cause he had not confessed to the priest 
nor received the sacraments before his 
death, and Vicar-General Preston, act- 
ing for Archbishop Corrigan, sustained 
the cemetery authorities, saying that 
Mr. Maguire had forfeited his right to 
burial in Calvary by showing sympathy 
for Dr. McGlynn. Thecase was brought 
to the civil courts, which held that a 
church might make regulations for the 
government of its cemeteries, and that 
lot owners were subject to such regula- 
tions. It was during this trial that Dr. 
Burtsell testified on oath that what Vicar- 
General Preston testified to was false. 
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Shortly after the Maguire case an- 
other follower of Father McGlynn, 
though a member of Dr. Burtsell’s par- 
ish, Theresa Kelly, died. Dr. Burtsell 
pronounced a flattering eulogy over her 
body after a solemn high mass was said 
in hischurch. The cemetery authori- 
ties, refused her burial in 
Calvary Cemetery, giving the same rea- 
son that they had given against Mr. 
Maguire, although she had been to con 
fession and communion a few days be- 
fore her death, and had taught in the 
Sunday school for years. 

When Dr. Sylvester Malone, nephew 
of Rev. Sylvester Malone, pastor of the 
Roman Catholic Church of Sts. Peter 
and Paul, Brooklyn, died, although he 
was treasurer for Father McGlynn and 
his intimate friend and devoted follower, 
no objection was made to his burial in 
Calvary Cemetery. 

The reason alleged by the Roman 
Catholic authorities to uphold the act- 
ion taken in the first two cases was that 
the persons had cut themselves off from 
the Church, or in other words, become 
Protestants, and the rules of the Church 
forbade the burying of Protestants in 
Roman Catholic cemeteries. 

There is an old saying, that ‘‘ where 
there is a will there is a way,’’ and so 
the Roman Catholic authorities find it 
when the wealth or social position of 
the applicant for burial makes it wise or 
convenient for them to set rules and 
regulations aside. They teach that at 
the last moment of life a Roman Catho. 
lic sinner may repent and escape the 
fire of hell, even if it be only to fail into 
the frying pan of purgatory ; but that 
Protestants have no such good luck 
awaiting them. Still they do not hesi- 
tate to deprive such persons as Maguire 
and Kelly of the privileges of burial in 
‘*consecrated’’ ground and give this 
favor to Protestants married to Catho- 
lics, when policy requires it, as in the 
case of the late Judge Martine, a mem- 


however, 


ber of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 
The funeral service over his body was 
held in St. Andrew’s Protestant Episco- 
pal Church, but he was buried in Calvary 
Cemetery, where burial had been refus- 
ed to the life-long Roman Catholic fol- 
lowers of Father McGlynn. The body 
of Judge Martine was put in a grave 
lined with brick so that the dust of a 
good Protestant might not mingle with 
the ‘‘consecrated ground.’’ A new 
subterfuge to cover over the inconsist- 
ency of the proceeding and to permit 
the Roman Catholics to say that the 
body was not buried in ‘‘ consecrated 
ground.’’ As well say that a man does 
not live in a city because he lives in a 
brick house in it. 

While Dean MeNulty refuses to per- 
mit his organist to play in a Jewish syn- 
agogue because it would be taking part 
in ‘‘ heretical worship,’’ we find on the 
occasion of the funeral of Judge Martine 
that such staunch members of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church and _ intimate 
friends of Archbishop Corrigan as John 
D. Crimmins, ex-Mayor Grant and 
Judge Pryor were present in the church 
during the ceremonies. Asthey are not 
only wealthy, but also members of Tam- 
many Hall, the archbishop will hesitate 
long before accusing them of participat- 
ing in ‘‘ heretical worship.”’ 

Towards the end of the year 1892 
Roman Catholic Bishop Watterson of 
Columbus forbade a young lady of his 
diocese to sing at a festival for the bene- 
fit of a Protestant Episcopal Church. 
His action was justly condemned by 
Protestants and Roman Catholics. In 
a sermon preached in his cathedral on 
December 27, 1891, and noticed in THE 
CONVERTED CaTruo.ic of February, 
1892, the bishop said in justification of 
his decision in the case : 


Your own bishop has been attacked 
by many outside the Church and, sad to 
say, some inside the Church, for refusing 
to allow Catholics to take part in enter- 





tainments, the proceeds of which were to 
be applied to aiding the spread of heresy 
and irreligion. You are not to say God- 
speed or to salute him who enters your 
house to spread the doctrines of heresy 
or irreligion. How much more so are 
you enjoined from assisting by your la- 
bor or co-operation the religion that op- 
poses truth and the enemy ofthe Church 
of Christ. The position I have taken is 
founded upon the doctrine of St. John 
and the teachings of the Church in all 
ages. 

Lest our Roman Catholic readers 
should doubt the accuracy of this quota- 
tion from Bishop Watterson’s sermon, 
we beg to say that it is taken from the 
New York Catholic News, January 10, 
1592. 

If Protestants took the same view as 
Bishop Watterson the Roman Catholics 
would have fewer churches, monasteries, 
convents and asylums, 

The effect of these teachings of Rome 
on lay Roman Catholics who of them- 
selves are most charitable and willing to 
assist in a good cause, may be seen from 
the following editorial in the [lestern 
Christian Advocate of January 20, 1892, 
and published THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC of February the same year : 


in 


When the great effort of 1878 was 
made to relieve the Wesleyan College of 
its debt we suggested appealing to Mr. 
Springer and were met with the state- 
ment that ‘‘ Catholics never aid a Pro- 
testant cause.’’ But Catholics so per- 
sistently and successfully seek aid of 
Protestants for their causes we said such 
could not be the case, and so we sent as 
courteous and earnest an appeal as we 
could frame to Mr. Springer, receiving 
in due course of mail the following reply: 

CINCINNATI, March 6, 1878. 
D. H. Moorr, PRESIDENT CINCINNATI WESLEYAN 
COLLEGE. 

DerAR SiR :—Your favor of the 5th inst., asking 
aid for your college, received. I fully believe in 
the great advantages of a liberal education for 
both sexes; but being a member of the holy Ko- 
man Catholic and Apostolic Church, and believing 
that religious instruction should form an import- 
ant part of educatlon, I could not, with a clear 
conscience aid in teaching what I did not believe 


in; thus confirming what you preface your letter 
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**that Catholics never aid a Protestant 


with, 
cause.” 
This from your standpoint may be regarded as 
illiberal, but is right, nevertheless, as we view our 
duty. Yours truly, R. RK. SPRINGER. 


Mr. Springer was a public spirited 
Roman Catholic who had endowed Ca- 
tholic hospitals and asylums, and had 
given to Cincinnati the music hall that 
bears his name. When he died, not 
long after his letter was written, he di- 
vided his millions among the various 
Roman Catholic charitable institutions 
of Cincinnati, but left not one cent to 
a Protestant charity. 

Innumerable cases might be cited to 
prove the inconsistency of Rome in taking 
Protestant money to aid her institutions 
and forbidding her adherents to give 
any help to Protestant charities. 





Catholics Seeking Protestant Aid 

Last winter a fair was held at the 
Grand Central Palace, Lexington ave 
nue, this city, to raise funds for St. 
Patrick’s Roman Catholic Cathedral. 
The finances of the Cathedral were in a 
bad way, according to the statement oi 
the rector, Father Lavelle. The hard 
times had not caused the trustees to re- 
duce the price of admission to the mas- 
ses—15 cents to the side aisles and 25 
cents to the middle aisles—but the rev- 
enue had fallen off so that a deficiency 
of some $80,000 had to be met. Not 
having the money to pay for seats the 
poor people had to stay at home even at 
the risk of being damned for not attend- 
ing mass. It was generally expected 
that Archbishop Corrigan would have 
helped to fill up this gap trom his own 
revenue, which is estimated as high as 
$75,000 a year. He did not come into 
the breach, so the fair was announced. 
To encourage the generous and force the 
unwilling a plain statement of the con- 
dition of the finances was given in a cir- 
cular distributed in the Cathedral by the 
rector, who reminded the congregation 
that they must go into their pockets and 
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clear up the debt. Another fair was 
held about the same time in the Lenox 
Lyceum for the colored Roman Catholic 
Church on Bleecker street. Neither the 
pastor nor the rector would admit know- 
ing that the other was to have a fair 
just at that time. When they made the 
discovery they met for mutual explana- 
tion, bowed gravely to each other, with 
:solemn assurance of complete ignor- 
ince of each other’s intentions, shook 
hands and parted, each to strive to keep 
is many as possible from contributing 
to the rival fair. 
The Cathedral fair was not the success 
that the rector hoped for. The ladies in 
harge of the tables put on their best 
lresses and sweetest smiles to charin the 
money from the pockets of the men who 
visited the hall. 


As is usual on such 
occasions, they resorted to persuasion, 
‘lattery, cajolery and everything short 
of pocket picking, to win the coveted 
dollars. They invited Mr. Chauncey 
Depew to make an opening speech. He 
told them of his visit to the Pope a year 
before, and the good time he had with 
His Holiness. In a poem published in 
the March ConvERTED CATHOLIC of 
last year the high regard of the Pope 
for the great after-dinner speaker is 
thus described by Isaac H. Bromley. 
the author : 
‘‘T had heard of his great reputation,” 
Said the Pope, ‘‘ as of course, so have you. 
Throughout the wide bounds of creation 
Who doesn’t know Chauncey Depew ? 
‘* I was weary of aves and paters 
And the strictness of daily routine ; 
To join the great army of martyrs 
Iam not quite ready, I ween. 
‘* And so I embraced the occasion 
To escape from the priest, monk and nun, 
And—lI will not indulge in evasion— 
With Chauncey sit down and have fun. 
** He’s a daisy, I tell you—a corker 
An orator, too, and all that ! 
And, what is still rarer, a talker 
Whose speeches dont come through his hat.” 
But even Mr. Depew’s presence and 
eloquent good wishes for {the benefit of 


the Roman Catholic Church could not 
make the fair a success, and, although 
the rector has not yet announced it, the 
fair was practically a failure. 

One of the methods by which it was 
hoped to increase the revenues of the 
fair was to have a number of wealthy 
ladies take packages of 20 tickets to sell 
to their friends at $20.00 a piece. These 
ladies were then to attend a_ reception 
dressed in Empire gowns. One of the 
ladies called upon a Protestant friend 
and pictured the charity and subsequent 
pleasure in such glowing colors that the 
Protestant lady agreed to make her 
husband take the tickets and thus gain 
the right to be present at the reception. 
But the husband took a different view of 
the affair. He took the tickets to 
Archbishop Corrigan, who referred him 
to the priest in charge of the fair. He 
sent his card and was soon confronted 
with a sleek, smiling priest in cassock 
and beretta. He told the priest that his 
wife, a Protestant, had been given the 
tickets to sell, and asked if a Roman 
Catholic would be permitted to aid a 
Protestant work in the same way. The 
priest assured him that a Roman Catho- 
lic could assist in any charity. The 
Protestant gentleman then suggested 
that the priest give him his card so that 
he might quote him as authority to the 
Catholic lady who had given the tickets 
to his wife, as he wished to secure her 
help for a Protestant charity. The 
priest hesitated, stammered, and _final- 
ly refused. The Protestant gentleman 
handed him the tickets and returned 
home. He told his wife what he had 
done and recommended her to aid her 
own church and let Roman Catholics do 
likewise, so long as the Roman Church 
forbade its members to give help to Pro- 
testant churches and charities. 


DOUAY TESTAMENTS. 
The Roman Catholic or Douay Testament will 
be sent from this office, post paid, for 20 cents; 
6 copies $1.00. 
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THE QUARRELS OF BISHOPS AND PRIESTS. 


BY A ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIEST. 


CONCLUSION. 

HE troubles of Archbishop Corri- 
gan do not seem to have disap- 
peared with the restoration of Father 
McGlynn to a parish in his diocese. 
This act of justice, or repentance, on his 
part has only given hope to the other 
priests whom he has from time to time 
disciplined, that by keeping their quar- 
rels in the sight of the public they may 
also force the archbishop to concede 

what they ask. 

Dr. Burtsell, who was driven from the 
pastorate of the Roman Catholic Church 
of the Epiphany in New York City for 
defending the cause and theories of Dr. 
McGlynn, and sent to do penance in the 
country parish of Rondout, N. Y., has 
always cherished the hope that one day 
he would again become pastor of his old 
parish. With all his experience he per- 
mitted himself to believe that a bishop 
could forgive, or once having pronounc- 
ed judgment, would admit that his sen- 
tence was an unjust one. Burtsell, de- 
ceived himself, permitted his former 
parishioners to imagine that one day he 
‘vould be back among them again. 
They thought it would hasten matters 
to send a committee to wait upon the 
‘‘gentle’’ archbishop and present him 
a petition stating their desire to have 
their old pastor back. The result of 
the visit did not raise Mr. Corrigan in 
the estimation of the committee or the 
public. When the petition was present- 
ed to him he tore it in pieces and flounc 
ed from the room, leaving the committee 
in amazement. After consultation they 
sent a detailed account of the visit to 
Papal Delegate Satolli, who refused to 
take any action in the matter, and refer- 
red them to Rome. They laid the an- 
swer before Dr. Burtsell, and his reply 
to the committee contains so much more 


between the lines than in the written 


words, that it is best given in full. 
After acknowlegding the receipt of the 
communication he says, according to the 
New York 7?zbune of March 1, 1895 : 


I was, however, very deeply affected 
when, after an absence of three years 
from you, without a word or sign from 
me, you determined to present to Mgr. 
Satolli, the Pope’s Delegate, a petition 
signed by the parishioners of the Epi- 
phany, by a vast number of other Ca 
tholics, and even, as I was pleased to 
know, by not a few of non-Catholics of 
New York City, whereby you asked 
him to do all in his power, and if neces- 
sary to have recourse to the Pope him- 
self, to secure my return to the parish of 
the Epiphany as pastor. I felt greatly 
honored and flattered by the welcome 
given the committee on the presentation 
of this petition to the Apostolic Delegate 
and by the words of high commendation 
which he said of me, when, in accepting 
it, he promised to carry out, as far as he 
might, your wishes. 

Hence, when in Rome in November, 
1893, I thought it proper to present a 
memorial to the Holy Father, to call his 
attention to the great injustice done me 
by my removal from the parish of the 
Epiphany. - I spoke plainly of the mis- 
statements whereby the Congregation of 
the Propaganda was led to give its 
sanction to this injustice. I requested 
the Holy Father to have a more thor- 
ough investigation made by his Delegate 
on the spot, where all the facts could be 
placed in their true light and the evi- 
dence thoroughly sifted where all part- 
ies concerned could appear in person. I 
even suggested that, if, for any reason, 
an investigation by Mgr. Satolli should 
appear insufficient, a special commission 
might be appointed for the purpose. 

During the following months of m) 
stay in Rome my attention was engros- 
sed by matters of greater importance 
which concerned the general welfare of 
the Church in the United States. I was 
made to feel that the evil impressions 
formerly made about me were no longer 
a bar to my usefulness; I was especially 
reassured by the exceptional facilities 
which the Holy Father himself appoint- 
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ed whereby I might at any time bring 
to his attention any view held by me as 
usetul for the advancement of religion in 
this country. 

Whether the Pope took any step in 
reference to the requested investigation 
is unknown to me; this seemed to me to 
be a matter to be arranged by him, if he 
thought fit, with his Delegate in the 
United States. From Mgr. Satolli’s 
letter to you it appears that no com- 
munication on the subject has reached 
him. 

The very great kindness shown to me 
by the Catholics and non-Catholics of 
this city of Kingston from my first ar- 
rival here has so touched and encourag- 
ed me that I am exceedingly reluctant 
to take any active step towards a separ- 
ation from them. Yet recognizing that 
justice demands the righting of a great 
wrong, I should gladly concur with any 
action which the Apostolic Delegate may 
be induced to take to urge upon the 
Holy Father’s attention my request for 
a genuine investigation of my whole 
course of action, whence, as a natural 
outcome, would result, I am confident, 
my return as pastor to the Church of the 
Epiphany. 

Dr. Burtsell then had so little faith in 
Satolli’s promise that he would ‘‘ carry 
out as far as he might’’ the wishes of 
the people, that he took occasion to 
suggest while in Rome that the ‘‘ Holy 
Father’’ jog the Delegate’s memory a 
little. But if the ‘‘ Holy Father’’ jog 
ged, the Delegate did not act. Satolli 
had trouble enough on his hands just 
then. Archbishop Corrigan and his 
friends had made trouble for him in 
Rome over the reconcilation of Father 
McGlynn to the Church without his 
having made a retraction, and Satolli 
had no desire to provoke them further 
by ordering Burtseli’s return to his old 
parish. So he did nothing towards re- 
storing the ex-pastor of the Church of 
the Epiphany. 

Father Burtsell does not fail to have a 
fling at his archbishop and there is clever 
insinuation in the sentence, ‘‘ I spoke 
plainly of the misstatements whereby the 

Congregation of the Propaganda was led 





to give its sanction to this injustice’’ 
—his removal from his city parish. It 
would not do for Dr. Bursell to say that 
Archbishop Corrigan had gone to the 
Propaganda and lied about his case. 
That might bring more trouble on him: 
so he tells his friends that he ‘‘ spoke 
plainly of the misstatements.’’ By the 
way, the editor of a Roman Catholic 
weekly of this city has brought a libel 
suit against a daily paper for publishing 
‘* misstatements,’’ and names _ the 
reverend Doctor Burtsell as its authori- 
ty for them. It would seem that hon- 
ors are even between archbishop and 
priest in the matter of ‘‘misstatements;’’ 
but it makes a great difference who is 
misrepresented. 

These quibblings and dissensions are 
visible everywhere in the ranks of the 
Roman Catholic clergy. The bishops 
and priests have no respect for each 
other and do not hesitate, among them- 
selves at least, to let that be known. 
Asa rule they try to keep up the ap- 
pearance of respect before the people, but 
at times even this is thrown aside and 
the truth becomes known, showing the 
strained relations of the Roman eccles- 
iastics at the present day. Not many 
years ago it would have been looked 
upon as little short of heresy for a priest 
to criticise or speak in the slightest way 
disrespectfully of a bishop. This is all 
changed now. The bishop is as open to 
criticism as the simple priest ordained but 
yesterday. Nor are the criticisms con- 
fined to the bishop, the Pope comes in 
for his share as well. ‘‘ Rome has 
spoken, the case is closed’’ (Roma 
locuta est, causa finita est) is no longer 
quoted among bishops and priests, but 
the search light of criticism is turned on 
every act and pronouncement of Rome, 
and if there is any objection to be made 
it is no longer done in fear or trembling. 

The latest effort to cripple the freedom 
of American Roman Catholics by or- 
dering them to withdraw from certain 
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societies, although backed up by the 
archbishops of the United States, was as 
freely commented on by Roman Catho- 
lic priests as by Protestant ministers, 
and Rome’s ignorance of American af- 
fairs was as sharply ridiculed as if St. 
Augustine had never uttered his oft 
quoted ‘‘ Rome has spoken.’’ 

Among the older priests there still re- 
mains a vestige of the acceptance of 
Rome's inability to commit error, but 
the younger clergy have not such a high 
idea of the Pope. They have seen and 
heard of too many cases in which he has 
made error to accept all his utterances 
as infallible, and they are fond of quot- 
ing Daniel O’Connell’s answer to Rome 
when it tried to interfere with his politi- 
cal work in Ireland—‘‘ We take our re- 
ligion but not our politics from Rome.’’ 

3rought up as these young men are, 
with 
knowing the record of their bishops, they 


access to the daily papers and 


hold them in less esteem even than the 
Pope and criticise them most freely. 
The result of these criticisms is loss of 


respect for their superiors, anger against 
them and disregard for their orders. 
This is the present state of affairs in the 
Roman Catholic Church in the United 


States. How long before the inevitable 
end of all this—the breaking up of the 
Roman system in this country—will 
Everything points to its speedy 
arrival, and once here the true Ca- 
tholic Church in America will be free to 
take her place among the recognized 
friends of liberty of conscience. 


come ? 


—_________—»— 


Money or Sacraments. 
As will be seen in the April CoNVERT- 
CATHOLIC, page 107, Satolli has 


suspended the application of the decree 


ED 
against secret societies. The daily pa- 
pers did not make his reasons clear, but 
the New York Catholic Review of March 
That paper said that Sa- 
tolli temporarilly suspended the decree in 
Fall River, Mass., because two 


24 does so. 


Roman 


Catholic members of the Knights of 
Pythias are near the point of death ; and 
if they obey the decree and resign from 
the order they will lose the insurance to 
which as members they are entitled. 
‘* To avoid inflicting this hardship, then, 
the Apostolic Delegate thinks that the 
decree may rightly not be enforced for 
a while.’’ 

What Satolli mean? If the 
condemned societies are bad for the liv- 
ing they are at least as bad for the dy- 
ing, who certainly have the greater need 
of clear consciences. Was it care for the 
souls or care for the $2,000 insurance 
that moved the Delegate? Roman Ca- 
tholic members were dying and die any- 


does 


where since the decree was published, 
still Satolli did not offer to suspend the 
decree. It was only when a committee 
informed him of the possible loss of the 
money that he was brought to realize 
the necessity of suspending the decree. 
Having suspended it Mgr. Satolli had 
better leave it so, unless he wishes to 
make himself more ridiculous in the 
eyes of American Catholics. 

The Catholic Review continues: ‘This 
action [of suspending the decree for 
awhile] serves to emphasize the expedi- 
ency for Catholics elsewhere to get out 
now in the time of health, for if they 
wait until they are on their death beds, 
they will lose either the last sacraments 
and Christian burial or the death bene- 
fits of the society.’’ 

The same toss up between the sacra 
mentsand the money is always found 
in the Roman Catholic Church—the 
same cry of ‘‘ expediency.’’ The editor 
does not say that in order to be saved 
Roman Catholic 
the societies. 


’ 


must leave 
How then will he meet 
Archbishop Corrigan who recently said 
in his pastoral letter on the decree, that 
they could not be saved unless they 
withdrew from the societies. Rome has 
blundered in this case, and the Catholic 
people know it. 


members 
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A SEARCH LIGHT OVER THE RELIGION AND EDUCATION 
OF THE ROMAN CHURCH. 


BY MRS. MARTHA C. M. FISHER, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


~F we take one small country—lIre- 
land, for instance—and apply the 
search light of reliable history, what is 
the result faithfully revealed? As this 
penetrating light scatters the darkness 
of past centuries we behold a beautiful 
and fertile land—the Isle of Erin—- 
standing royally above the waves. 

From her picturesque mountain peaks 
and ridges descend on all sides verdant 
slopes to the sea. In the rich valleys 
and plains flocks and herds abound, and 
beautiful forests sheltered fine varities of 
game, and her lovely lakes and fruitful 
rivers added enchantment to the view. 
Peaceful and cultivated people enjoyed 
a busy, happy, pastoral life, enriched 
by a strong love of independence, of lit- 
erature and music. So great a contrast 
did Ireland then present to the neigh- 
boring nations of Europe, distracted by 
wars and barbarism, that it received in 
consequence the fitted cognomen, ‘‘ Is- 
land of the Saints.’’ 

It was about the middle of the fifth 
century that Christianity in its pure 
form, with the open Bible, came to Ire- 
land, through the agency of one who 
had once been held a slave in that fair 
land, but whose treatment had been so 
kind and generous, even under the pre- 
valence of the superstitious Druidical 
inysticism which then held sway over 
the islanders, that after his return to his 
Christian parents and friends, under 
their septennial law of release, having 
pursued a ccurse of study in the Celtic 
schools of ‘Gaul and been ordained a 
Vresbyter, he re-crossed the sea to preach 
the Gospel of Christ where he had, as a 
slave, tended his master’s sheep upon 
the hills of Antrim. Never was a mild- 
cr type of slavery known than that prac- 
tised amongst the inhabitants of the Is- 


land of the Saints. Whence came the 


law of release of every slave on every 
seventh year? Surely a curious coinci- 
dence with the old Hebrew law of 
manumition. 

And so it came about that St. Patrick, 
the slave and missionary, carried to 
Ireland the knowledge of Christ and 
preached with almost unexampled suc- 
sess the same pure doctrines, for the 
spread of which the Apostle Paul initi- 
ated missionary labor. 

While imperial Rome was in a state 
of abject degradation through internal 
dissentions, a corrupt priesthood, plun- 
dered by Goth and Hun, and in a state 
of moral pollution, all learning and cul- 
ture having been sunk in a condition of 
absolute barbarism, the Island of the 
Saints gave a loving reception to the 
brave missionary who opened to it the 
very gates of heaven. Prince and peas- 
ant alike received the precious Gospel of 
the Son of God into hearts made 
ready by His grace. Churches, schools 
and colleges soon dotted everywhere 
the verdant plains and hillsides. It is 
recorded that at the great college of 
Armagh 7,000 students received in- 
struction at the same time. In these 
schools and colleges almost countless 
teachers were educated. 

It is related by Thierry that scholars 
from all the neighboring countries came 
to study at the feet of the most accom- 
plished professors of the age. And so, 
as a truly Christian country, Ireland 
was now renowned for its intellectual 
attainments, gentle courtesy and polish- 
ed wit. Her children excelled in poetry 
and song, and the sweet strains of Erin’s 
harp, as of King David’s, mingled with 
psalms of praise, thrilling the earnest 
worshipper and adding zest to every so- 
cial gathering. 

Many were Christian 


the scholars 
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whose hearts, filled with love to God 
and a Christ-like love and pity towards 
a common humanity, sunk in ignorance 
and misery, went forth from their happy 
homes in Ireland the first schoolmasters 
of all Europe. 

When the Empire of Charlemagne 
embraced nearly all of Western Europe 
—the whole of Germany and France 
dense ignorance as a heavy cloud ob- 
scured the sun of prosperity. Egin- 
hard, one of Charlemagne’s imperial 
ministers, and his biographer, who in 
806 acted as the Emperor’s legate to 
Rome to obtain Pope Leo III's signa- 
ture to a will made respecting the divis- 
ion of his empire, states in the thirty- 
third chapter of his ‘‘ Life of Charle- 
magne,’’ that there were no schools or 
colleges in all the transalpine realm of 
Charlemagne. 
his contemporaries who have written of 
this period, which may veritably be 
termed the xoon of night of medieval ig- 
norance, it seems that although monas- 
teries abounded, so indolent and apath- 
etic—like people, like priest—had _ be- 
come the priests and monks, that it was 
exceptional to find any among them 
able even to read their brevaries. 

As our search light is thrown on the 
religion of the popes of Rome, we read 
on page 4886 of the Americanized ‘‘En- 
cyclopedia Britannica :’’ ‘‘ The pontifi- 
cate of Stephen (896-897 ) is remembered 
only for the inhuman manner in which he 
treated the lifeless corpse of his prede- 
cessor Formosus ; that of Sergious III. 
(g04-911) for the virtual reign of Theo- 
dora and her daughter, the two most 
noted courtesans of the age; Stephen 
IX. (939-942) was disfigured for life by 
the brutal treatment which he received 
at the hands of the Roman mob.”’ 
‘‘ The history ot the curia at this period 


From this historian and 


is marked by the deepest moral degra- 


dation and the most revolting scenes. 
The Papal jurisdiction was limited al- 
most entirely to the capital itself and 





even the succession of the pontiffs them- 
selves is with difficulty to be traced. 
The office, indeed, itself was sometimes 
disposed of by the influence of immoral 
women.”’ 

At Rome the popes, long reigning as 
Christ’s vicars on earth, were quite 
content that the wax candles upon the 
Virgin Mary’s altars should be kept 
burning, while they had utterly extin- 
guished the lamp of knowledge, and 
all through Italy bishops, priests and 
people were alike steeped in ignorance 
and indolence ; poverty being consid 
ered a great virtue, hideous beggary 
abounded and all Christendom bowed 
down before graven images. 

Into this dark field ventured the 
brave, cultured Irish schoolmaster with 
his lamp trimmed and burning. In 
these teachers Charlemagne recognized 
the helpers he most needed and immed- 
iately established a system of free schools 
which rapidly spread all over his wide 
domain and planted in the heart of Eur- 
ope the true germs of modern civilization. 

Towards the close of the seventh cen- 
tury the corrupting influence of the It- 
alian priesthood began to subdue the 
British churches. From the fabled 
chair of St. Peter a succession of un- 
principled and guilty men who had 
travestied the pure and simple doctrines 
of a loving Christ and His band of holy 
self-denying Apostles sent out to the 
world unparalleled examples of cruel du- 
plicity and falsehood. The Roman 
popes and Italian conclaves discussed 
the condition of the Irish people, their 
independence, omission of tithe paying 
into the Papal treasury notwithstanding 
bulls and maledictions, primitive Chris- 
tian doctrines and worship, with bitter 
hatred and hostility. 

Meantime the Irish church, in its 
growth of evangelical prosperity, flour- 
ished with signal vigor. ‘The Irish 
bishops held no intercourse with the 
court of Rome, denied its supreme claim 
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to the right of ordination, and conse- 
crated each other as ministers at God’s 
altar by the simple ceremony of laying 
on of hands. They rejected image wor- 
ship, the adoration of Mary, the as- 
sumptions of the Pope and provided for 
the free study of the Scriptures in all 
their schools and colleges ; they incul- 
cated and exercised liberty of conscience 
based on the wide education of the peo- 
ple, and a vigorous morality which had 
strengthened with its transmission from 
an intelligent and pious ancestry. 
Church expenses were met by voluntary 
contributions, and to the successors of 
Patrick avarice and priestly pride were 
alike unknown. The Scriptural doc- 
trines, apostolic usages and the open 
Bible of the Irish church, so opposed to 
the fabric of Roman superstition, were a 
constant rebuke and menace to the us 
urpations of the popes, and it was re 
solved that the heresy of Ireland, its 
schools and churches, should be swept 
away in blood and fire. 

Was it in pursuance of apostolic love 
and zeal for souls or an affectionate, 
earnest admiration for this sirgularly 
Christ like people that one of the infalli- 
ble popes of Rome—Adrian IV.—sold 
Ireland in 1156 to the Normans? 
The Italian autocrat of the Church of 
Rome well understood the wickedness of 
his actand knew that he was letting 
loose the dogs of war—an inexpiable 
war—upon a free, prosperous and virtu- 
ous people, whose high attainments in 
literature commanded the respect of all 
Europe. He well knew that the whole 
fair land would be swept by ruthless 
ravagers and murderers, that women, 
children, the old and feeble of both 
sexes, would find no mercy at the hands 
of Norman knights who were proverb- 
ial in the conduct of their wars, rag- 
ing savages to whom pity was unknown 
and whose flierceness as conquerors 
spared neither age, condition nor sex, 
ind who gloried in the waste, ruin, fam- 





ine and utter destruction of populous 
cities and thriving towns. Most truth- 
fully has it been said that the sale of 
Ireland to its foes is the guiltiest of all 
the evil deeds of the Italian priesthood— 
worse than the expulsion of the Hugue- 
nots from France, and more fatal to the 
Irish race than the Inquisition. the so- 
called ‘‘ Holy Office,’’ to Spain. 

In the famous—or rather, infamous 
—bull issued by Adrian concerning the 
the subjection of Ireland, this ‘‘ Holy 
Father’’ conferred on Henry II. of 
England for a certain tribute to be ex- 
torted from the overthrown, torn and 
bleeding, nation all the rights of St. 
Peter in the soil, the inhabitants, the 
schools and churches in the Island of 
the Saints. It appointed Henry a mar- 
tial missionary to extirpate the seeds of 
vice from Ireland and do whatever he 
thought proper with its people, and de- 
clared the island a part of the patrimony 
of St. Peter, and commanded the people 
to receive Henry as their sovereign lord 
and ruler, and avariciously insisted that 
every house in the land should pay a 
penny annually to the blessed Peter,and 
promised Henry the blessing of heaven, 
and an illustrious renown should he 
succeed in planting the religion of Rome 
throughout Ireland. Later another 
bull from Pope Alexander not only con- 
firmed Adrian’s, but excommunicated 
all who resisted Henry’s authority or 
that of his heirs! This ¢/fad/ible bull 
also abandoned all who would dare to 
resist the power of the devil forever. 
Every Irish patriot was condemned as 
a child of Satan, and every aspiration of 
freedom was an impious defiance of the 
Roman Church ! 

Bravely did Ireland, under her last 
national chief, Roderic O’Connor, the 
last king who sat upon the elective 
throne within Tara’s walls, resist the 
barbarous onslanght. ‘Truly touching 
is the remembrance of the last loving 
generosity of the dethroned monarch of 
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a hitherto united and prosperous Ire- 
land that he, by liberal endowments to 
the famous college of Armagh, strove to 
keep alive the facilities for learning, be- 
ing fully convinced that Ireland’s only 
hope of freedom was the general educa- 
tion of her people. 

Popish legions and their barbarous 
helpers prevailed, and Ireland became 
tributary to the Pope of Rome. All her 
institutions of learning were blotted out 
in a deluge of blood, her people reduced 
to the condition of serfs, their intelli- 
gence and education exchanged for the 
fatal bondage of superstitious ignorance. 

Time and space fail for further pur- 
suit with our search light. Surely we 
have seen a sufficient sample of the ‘‘old 
Italian educational methods’’ which 
are, at this very time, being lauded by 
the present Pope’s Delegate in our own 
free and prosperous America. 





Nuns and Convent Life. 

In THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC for 
March we printed Mr. Stead’s criti- 
cisms on Davidson’s ‘‘Ballad ofa Nun,’’ 
giving also St. Liguori’s story of a nun 
who deserted her convent, and led a life 
of debauchery for fifteen years, and then 
returned to her convent to find that her 
position had been occupied in her ab- 
the Virgin Mary. 
Marion Crawford,the well-known novel- 
ist, has written a story for the Cen/ury 
Magazine, in which he pictures another 
nun, niece of a South American Roman 
Catholic bishop, leaving the convent to 
run off with a Scotch surgeon The day 


sence by blessed 


for picturing the nun as a pallid faced, 
forth an 
from her 
garments, and occupying her time with 
her beads and books of piety, seems to 


pretty young sister, giving 


odor of heavenly innocence 


have passed. Itis universally acknowl- 
edged now that nuns are human beings 
with all the passions that human beings 
are subject to, and that wearing a relig- 
ious habit, taken through a mistaken 


sense of duty or piety, will not keep 
nature from asserting herself. How 
many tire of the monotouous life of the 
convent, and sigh for the freedom with- 
out its walls,and are deterred from seek- 
ing it only by human respect—the con- 
demnation of their Roman Catholic re- 
lations and the coldness and indifference 
of Protestants—-will never be known. 
From the avidity with which so many 
accept an opportunity to leave the clois- 
ter when a safe chance presents itself, 
one can judge what a desire there is 
be to escape if the doors were thrown 
wide open. Of Mr. Crawford's story 
the San Francisco Argonaut of March 
7, 1895, Says: 

Readers of Marion Crawford's story, 
** Casa Braccio,’’ now appearing in the 
Century, will be interested in knowing 
that the facts as given by Mr. Crawford 
are true, the actual scene being in South 
America instead of Italy. The nun who 
ran away with the Scotch surgeon was 
the niece of a bishop. A skeleton was 
placed in the bed before it was set on fire, 
instead of the body in Mr. Crawford's 
story. After much suffering, the sur- 
geon and his wife reached the sea-coast 
and found a vessel sailing to England. 
They lived for many years in Edin- 
burgh. That part of the story which 
has not already appeared is imaginary. 
In reply to the accusation that he stole 
his plot from another writer, Mr. Craw- 
ford clears his skirts entirely by saying 
in a letter to a friend: 

‘“The paper in the old Afppleton’s 
[Journal] was written by Mrs. Hobson, 
my wife’s aunt, who told me the story. 
The paper in APpp/eton’s contains the 
exact facts as they happened, and Mrs. 
Hobson gave them to me from memory, 
saying that she regretted her inability 
to find the old number of the magazine 
She and I agreed that it could not be a 
plagiarism to make use of a trite story. 
. . . Mrs. Hobson lived many years 
in South America, where she actually 
knew the man’s daughter.”’ 

Mr. Crawford has given great offense 
tothe Roman Catholic press of this 
country. 

Thousands of nuns in America would 
leave the convents if they could. 
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BABYLON IS ROME. 


REV. NATHANIEL WEST, D.D., 


“\EVEN times in the New Testament 

we meet with the name ‘‘ Baby- 

lon ’’—viz: once in the First Epistle of 
Peter, and six times in the Revelation 
by John—and in every instance demon- 
strably referring to the city of Rome, 
the Babylon of the Tiber, and _ not 
the literal Babylon of the Euphrates, 
nor the literal Babylon of the Nile, 
old Cairo, which was only a dilapidated 
castle. that the 
Apostle Peter did not visit Asiatic Baby- 
lon and labor there, but that notwith- 
standing the arguments of a large body 
of Protestants in favor of the literal Ba- 
bylon as the place 


This does not mean 


meant in Peter’s 
Epistle—some in a polemic interest alto 
gether, others in a purely rationalistic 
interest like the ‘‘ Higher Criticism ’’— 
there is strong external and internal 
evidence, supported by the ablest schol- 
arship of our generation, that the word 
‘‘Babylon’’ means ‘‘ Rome.”’ 

In the subscription to the First Epis- 
tle of Peter, written to the Jewish Dis- 
persion, A. D. 66 or 67, we read: ‘‘ She 

the Church) that is in Padbylon, 
elect together with you (the Dispers- 
ion), saluteth you ; and so doth Mark, 
my son’’ (1 Pet. v.13). The whole 
Epistle carries the evidence on its face, 
that it was written under Nero, A. D. 
66 or 67. Thirty-six years later, ac- 
cording to the unanimous and unas- 
sailable tradition of the early Church for 
500 years, John wrote the Revelation (7. 

‘‘the Apocalypse’’) predicting the 
final destruction of Rome, as all inter- 
preters, Catholic and Protestant alike, 
confess. Six times he uses the name 

Pabylon,’’ which first occurs in the 
Revelation at xiv. 8. (1) ‘‘ Fallen, 
Fallen, is Babylon the Great, which hath 
made all the nations to drink of the 
wine of the wrath of her fornication ’’ 


xiv. 8.) (2) ‘‘And Babylon the 


Great was remembered in the sight of 
God to give unto her the cup of the 
wine of the fierceness of His wrath’”’ 
(xvi.19). (3). ‘ MZystery, Babylon the 
Great, the Mother of Harlots, and of the 
Abominations of the earth ; drunk with 
the blood of the saints, and with the blood 
of the martyrs of Jesus’’ (xvii. 5). 
That this is Rome is put beyond all 
question by the interpretation of the an- 
gel himself ; who not only calls Babylon 
the Woman, but ‘the Woman 
whom thou sawest is the Great City 
which 


earth’? 


says 
retgneth over the kings of the 
(xvii. 18), @¢., reigned in 
John’s time, and reigned until the Ref- 
ormation of the sixteenth century, over 
all, and now seeks to reign again, re- 
suming eripire over what she has lost. 
(4) ‘‘Fallen, Fallen, is Babylon the 
Great’’ (xviil. 2) pointing to the fu- 
ture. (5) ‘‘ Woe, woe, to the Great 
City, Babylon, the Strong City, for in 
one hour thy judgment is come ’ 


IO). 


’ (xviii. 
(6) ‘* Thus, with a mighty fall, 
shall Babylon, the Great City, be cast 
down and shall be found no more at all’’ 
(xviii. 21). Such are the texts. 
Certain critics and expositors more 
ardent than wise and hoping hereby to 
disprove the presence of Peter in Rome, 
at any time, before his last visit, 
when he suffered martyrdom, have en- 
deavored to show that ‘‘ Babylon,’’ in 
Peter’s First Epistle, refers to Babylon 
on the Euphrates where, it is said, Peter 
dated his letter, among the Babylonian 
Jews in Neronian times. It is assumed, 
also, that by the ‘‘ Dispersion ’’ (1 Pet. 
i. 1), to whom the Epistle is addressed, 
are meant all Christians scattered every- 
where throughout the Roman Empire, 
both East and West. It is impossible to 
maintain this interpretation for three in- 
vulnerable reasons—(1) because there 
is the best evidence in the world to prove 
that by ‘‘Babylon’’ Rome is meant; (2) 
because there is probable, though not 


demonstrative, evidence to show that 
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Peter visited Rome for a brief period be- 
tween the time he firstfleft Palestine, a. 
p. 44 (Acts xii. 17), and§the First Ecu- 
menical Council held in Jerusalem, A.p. 
51 (Acts xv. 7-29), at which Peter was 
present, some time after his return from 
Rome; (3) because, as Protestants, we 
do not need to dispute that Peter did 
what both Aquila and Priscilla did, and 
what Paul did,\the} mere presence in 
Rome being no proofthat any one or all 
of them were founders of the Church. 
We ought rather tojwish that the evi- 
dence of Peter's first visit to Rome were 
stronger than it is, and not mixed up 
with the pseudo-Petrine fictions, the 
false Clementine Homilies, and the am- 
using labor of Romish writers to prove 
that the statue Justin Martyr saw at 
Rome inscribed either to ‘‘ Simon Sanc- 
tus ’’ or to old ‘ Semon Sancus,’’ a pa- 
gan demigod, is evidence not only that 
Simon went to Rome himself, but that 
Peter went after him as fast as his feet 
could take him ! 

Could we only get rid of this 
damaging nonsense and show, absolute- 
ly, that Peter went to Rome A. bD. 42 or 
44, and enjoyed a good visit among the 
saints fourteen to sixteen years after 
Pentecost (!) it would help us prodig- 
iously to put on exhibition, as it de- 
serves to be put, that lovely tradition of 
Eusebius, viz: that Peter went to Rome 
A. D. 42, founded the Church there, be- 
came its bishop, and as Universal Pope 
of the Lord’s flock ruled from there 
25 years; others say 24 years 3 months, 
which means 20 years, that is 23 years, 
or as the Dominicans will have it, ‘‘ the 
later years of Nero's reign,’’ that is to 
‘‘one year,’’ 7. e., until his martyr- 
dom, A. D. 67, or 68, or 65, or 69, or 64, 
or 63—the day of his death being June 
29, or July 2,orJuly 8,or February 22— 
Washington’s birthday—the year of his 
first entrance into Rome being A. pb. 42, 
or 44, or 40, that is to say 39, in the 
reign of Claudius or Caligula. 


say, 


Could we only free ourselves from 
the nebulosity, dim mythicism, stag- 
gering chronological blunders and 
uncertainties of the religious novels of 
the second and third centuries about 
Peter’s going alone to Rome, then 
he and Paul together, then both dy- 
ing at the sametime, then one dy- 
ing a year after the other, we might 
have a regaling time in exposing that 
hallowed fiction of Jerome unheard of 
and unknown in the tradition of the 
Church until the fourth century (Je- 
rome’s time) viz: that Peter was the 
founder of the Roman Church, person- 
ally, and its residing Episcopal Head for 
twenty-five years—a fable that has been 
exploded to ‘‘smithereens’’ a hundred 
times, and is now abandoned by some 
of the latest and best Gerz.an Catholic 
historians. 

We agree that Peter was at Rome 
prior to the time when Paul trod so hard 
on the toes of his alleged supremacy. 
At Antioch, A. p. 52, Paul openly ‘‘re- 
sisted’’ and ‘‘ withstood him to the 
face,’’ charging him with dissimulation, 
inconsistency, fallibility and contempt of 
the vote taken in the Council by the 
‘‘elders and brethren’’ as well as 
‘* apostles ’’ at Jerusalem, rebuking him 
also as a transgressor of the law, and an 
invalidator of the gift of God (Gal. ii. 11- 
21). We agree also that he was martyred 
at Rome under Nero, and was also a 
grand apostle—primus inter pares—a 
glorious witness for Christ. It was just 
here, at Rome, Peter dated his First 
Epistle to ‘‘ the sojourners of the Dis- 
persion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 
Asia, Bythinia ’’ (1 Pet. i. 1), and his 
second letter to the same (2 Pet. iii. 1) 
in which he shows how he loved Paul 
for demolishing all his Petrine Infalli- 
bility at Antioch (2 Pet. iii. 15). It is 
true that,after the Babylonish captivity. 
many Jews remained in Babylon by the 
Euphrates, and that even after the Par- 
thians had driven out multitudes, others 
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still remained. It is true that numbers 
were there in the time of Christ and His 
Apostles, and many came to Pentecost 
and heard Peter preach. It is true, 
also, that it was Peter’s duty as a min- 
ister of the ‘‘Circumcision,’’ to go 
there, and we make no objections should 
any antiquarian discover the proof of 
the fact. But this is no evidence that 
Peter dated his First Epistle from Baby- 
lon on the Euphrates, or even on the 
Nile. On the contrary, the consensus 
of the majority of critical scholars, in 
our day, is that ‘‘ Babylon’’ in 1 Peter 
v.13, means Rome by the Tiber. It isa 
great error to suppose that the name 
‘Babylon’ was first applied to ‘‘Rome’’ 
by the Christian Church, or that the 
apostles were the inventors of the appli- 
cation. The name had been customary 
in Judean circles long before even the 
birth of Christ. In the post-Biblical lit- 
erature of the Jews, 7. ¢., that which fol- 
lowed Maccabean times, B. Cc. 170, and 
is called ‘‘ Apocryphal’’ and ‘‘ Pseudo- 
pigraphical,’’ the Romans were indicated 
both by the term ‘‘Edom’’ and ‘‘Baby- 
/on,’’ each of these being the name of a 
nation hostile to the people of God. By 
an exegetical art and rule peculiar to 
the Hebrews, transposing and changing 
the letters and even the vowels of a 
word, ‘‘ Duma ”’ or ‘‘ Idumea’’ became 
‘* Roma,’’ the ‘‘ D’”’ and ‘‘ R”’ in He- 
brew being almost identical in form, and 
z’’ and ‘‘o’’ of the same value ; 
so that when Herod the Idumean became 
King of Judea the Romans were called 
‘‘ Edomites.’’ The persecuting rela- 
tion of Rome to the Jewish people im- 
mediately gave rise to the appellation 
‘‘ Babylon,’’ also, as a name for Rome, 
since they saw in Rome, as in Babylon, 
the centre of all idolatry, lust, oppres- 
sion, and abomination. The name 
‘Babylon,’’ as a synonym of ‘‘ Rome,”’ 
passed at once into the current language 
and literature of the Jews before the 
time of Christ. We see the influence of 


ae 


the 


it in the apocryphal literature both be- 
fore and after the’| birth of Christ ; for 
instance, in the ‘‘Assumption of Moses,”’ 
‘* Fourth Esdras,’’ the ‘‘ Sibylline Ora- 
cles,’’ and finally in the New Testament 
itself. This is the historical account of 
the rise of the name ‘‘ Babylon’’ as ap- 
plied to Rome. It was a pre-Christian 
appellation,’ universal among the Jews, 
well€understood and familiar to all, when 
Peter wrote his First Epistle, A. p. 66, 
its true date, notwithstanding Rome’s 
earlier date of it. And when, thirty 
years later, John, taught by the reveal- 
ing angel, introduced it into his Apo- 
caiypse, it was so perfectly understood 
as to need no explanation for Jewish 
Christians. The angel's interpretation 
of ‘‘ Babylon’’ asthe ‘‘ Woman,’’ ‘‘the 
Mother of Harlots’’ (Rev. xvii. 5) and 
as ‘*The Great City that reigneth over 
the kings of the earth’’ (xvii. 18) was 
added simply for the benefit of readers 
in ages to come, both Jews and Gen- 
tiles. 

Historically, therefore, we must hold 
fast to the fact that ‘‘ Babylon’’ of the 
New Testament means ‘‘ Rome.’’ It is 
the voice of universal tradition from the 
beginning of the Christian age. The 
Catholic Church is a unit here, and the 
Fathers of the Church are frequent in 
its use. It was customary to give figu- 
rative names to cities, even as the old 
prophets did, who were the historio- 
graphers of their times. To a city, in- 
famous for its debaucheries, they gave 
the name ‘‘ Sodom ’’ ; to a country, no- 
torious for its idolatry, they gave the 
name ‘‘Egypt’’; toa race accursed of 
God, they gave the name ‘‘ Canaan.’’ 
Many investigators have shown that 
‘*Babylon’’ in Peter’s First Epistle 
means neither Babylon of the Euphrates 
which, in Peter’s day, was a heap of 
ruins—according to the testimony of 
both Pliny, and Strabo the geographer 
—nor Babylon of Egypt, which was 
only a ruined castle. Dr. Schaff has 
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quoted Professors Baur, Thiersch, Re- 
nan and others as of the same conclu- 
sion. Ewald, Harnack, Wiescler and 
many more, can be added to the list. 
The Roman Catholic Church has 
done her utmost to use this identity 
of designations—but 
—in 


how vainly ! 
point’’ in 
proof that, since Peter wrote his First 
Epistle from Rome (‘Babylon’) there- 
fore he was the first Bishop of Rome, 
and Pope resident for twenty-five years ! 
This exegetical and logical curiosity 
can only amuse us. 


order to ‘‘make a 


It is wholly worth- 
less and discreditable to scholarship. 
The fact remains, however, that accord- 
ing to both Catholic and Protestant suf- 
frages, ‘‘ Babylon ”’ 
and 


of Peter's Epistle 
‘* Babylon’’ of 
means Rome / 
this ! 

The argument that ‘‘ Babylon’”’ 
of the Euphrates must be meant be- 


the Apocalypse 
There is no escape from 


cause ‘* Peter was not writing an Apo- 
calypse but a friendly letter, and unless 
good reason can be shown for using figu- 
rative speech we must insist on the 
literal sense of the word,’’ is not only 
more than answered by the custom in 
Judean circles, and Christian circles al- 
so, long before Peter wrote,, but by the 
figurative use of ‘‘ Eklekta Ayria’’ 2 
John i: 1, as the name of a Church, 


symbolically representing the bride of 


Christ her ‘* Ayv7zus,’’ and this ina plain 
letter from an apostolic hand. So the 
great body of scholars are agreed, to- 
day. Fallible as were the early Fathers 
of the Church, in many things, they 
were yet transcendently glorious men, 
unlike the corrupters of their works, 
and, whatever their faults, yet we may 
not regard them as so many successive 
generations of utterly credulous incom- 
petents, void of conscience and under- 
standing. There must have been some 
fact behind the tradition of Peter's visit 
to Rome which has been perverted and 
abused to support the Papal claims. 


Babylon means Rome, a sad confession! 

And this being so, the only question 
is, does it, in the Apocalypse, mean 
Rome Papal, as well as Rome Pag- 
an? And the short answer to this 
is found in two manifest facts. The 
first is that the Apocalypse is a true 
prophecy of the whole future, and es- 
pecially of the events which must im- 
mediately precede and attend the Sec- 
ond Advent of the Lord in the clouds of 
heaven, for the judgment of false Chris- 
tianity, of Antichristianity and of the 
world, and of which the judgment on 
Jerusalem, Rome and the Nations, in 
time past are,the types. Among these 
future events, mirrored in the past, 
Rome's doom stands out in the most 
tragic colors. She survives until the 
double judgment predicted overtakes 
her—viz: (1) her utter consumption by 
fire, by means of the last Antichrist and 
his forces (Rev. xvii. 16, 18; i. 
and (2) her engulfment by the 
earthquake which buries her under- 
ground like Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
wipes her out from the face of the earth 
(Rev. xviii. 21, 17 ; x )—a fate the pre- 
monitions of which have again, but re- 
cently, thickened around her! The 
only escape from this is to cut short the 
range of the prophecy, halt its prophetic 
force, at A. D. 60-70, viz, Neronian 
times and the Roman Jewish war, or 
fix its limit at Constantine’s time, A. D. 
312, explaining the Advent and the 
first Resurrection, ‘‘ spzrztually,’’ as 
Rome has done in order, if possible, to 
evade her doom! It is to wreck the 
prophecy, to save Rome ! 

The second fact is that her Blood-G uil- 
tiness, and especially her shedding of the 
‘blood of the martyrs of Jesus,’’ is as 
signed as her crowning crime, {or 
which God will never allow her to es 
cape punishment (Rev. xviii. 24), any 
more than he would allow the cry of the 
martyrs to pass unheeded (Rev. v. 9- 
11). Sheisthe ‘‘ Scarlet Woman ’’ to 


20) ; 


great 








the end of the chapter! The blood of 
the martyrs of Jesus is on the skirts of 
Rome Papal in a Geeper dye than it 
ever was on the skirts of Rome Pagan, 
and that decides the question for God, 
aud ought to decide it for us. The 
Duke of Alva, alone, massacred more 

hristians in the Netherlands than did 
all the heathen emperors from Nero to 
Diocletian. The Spanish Inquisition 
put to torture and death in eighteen 
years 105,000 Protestants and others 
who refused to bow the knee to Rome, 
aud did it under Torquemada’s adminis- 
tration, aman but lately canonized by 
the Roman Church as a “ saint,’’ and 
through whose intercession its 
members are to hope for pardon of their 
sins and acceptance with God. In the 
Irish massacre which Wesley has de- 
On the old 
slab in Grey-Friars church yard, Edin- 
boro, Scotland, within four feet of which 
lie the ashes of brothers once dear to 
the boyhood of this writer, are inscribed 
the words, ‘‘ Sacred to the memory of 
18,000 Scottish martyrs.’’ The elo- 
quence of Edward Irving still tingles 
onthe tympanum. Need we be told 
again of the murdered Huguenots? 
of the Albigenses and Waldenses? of 
Wycliffe and Huss, and Jerome of Pra- 
gue, and of Cranmer and Latimer, of 
Ridley and Bradford? Zhe Papal Blood 
Guiltiness surpasses the Pagan. It is 
time to stop just here, for the present, as 
the contemplation is becoming too in- 
Rome Papal is foredoomed of 
God, in spite of her fable that Peter 
founded her and was her first Pope for 
twenty-five years ! 


now 


scribed, 200,000 were slain. 


tense. 


The consideration 


ot this claim may, perhaps, engage us 


in time to come, if God will. Mean- 
time, every man at his post! ‘‘ Put 
yourselves in battle array against Baby- 
lon round about! All ye that bend the 
bow shoot at her; spare no arrows ; /or 
she hath sinned against the Lord ! Shoot, 
for it is the vengeance of the Lord! 
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Camp against her from the utmost 
border! Open her storehouses ; cast 
her up as heaps; destroy her utterly; let 
nothing of her be left! Slay all her 
bullocks. Woetothem! Call togeth- 
er the archers against Babylon. Allye 
that bend the bow camp around her; rec- 
ompense her according to her work ; ac- 
cording to all that she hath done; /or 
she hath been proud against the Lord, the 
Floly one of Israel! (Jer. caps. 50, 51). 
Shoot at her, ye ministers of Christ ! 
Shoot,ye children of the martyrs; shoot! 
Shoot at her, ye Christian denomina- 
tions, who hold to Jesus as the only 
Head of the Church, the One Infallible 
Teacher sent from God, as against every 
doctor, professor, priest or pope, little 
or big ! 

Ye who hold that the sinner is 
justified by faith alone before God, and 
that there is no merit anywhere but in 
the blood of Christ, nor power anywhere 
but in the Spirit of Christ, nor electing 
love anywhere but in the Father’s 
choice, shoot at her! Shoot, ye Bible 
Societies, Tract Societies, Y. M. C. 
A’s, W. C T. U's, and every other 
condensation; ye conferences, assem- 
Shoot 
at her from the mountain and the plain, 
the encampment and convention, the 
seaside and ‘the summer-school, pulpit, 
platform and press ; shoot ! Camp 
round about her, the corruptress of all 
civilization and the perverter of all relig- 
ion, the common adultress of the kings 
of the earth, the creator of a wafer- 
Christ ; shoot ! shoot ! shoot ! and while 
you shoot, shout ! 


blies, associations, shoot at her ! 


Twang the bow from 
every side, fill the air with arrows, and 
keep shooting and shouting, ‘‘/or she hath 
sinned against the Lord !’’ The moan of 
the martyrs is in the wind! Shoot! 
The Angel stands with coals of fire at 
the altar! Shoot! Great Babylon 
comes up in remembrance before God ! 
In the name of the Lord of hosts, shoot 
at her! And thou—O’Connor—shoot / 
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*“* AMERICA TO BE CATHOLIC.” 
Such is the heading of a long article 
in the New York Sum, April 22, 1895. 
The sub-heads of the article are as fol- 
lows: ‘‘Father Elliott Confident of the 
Country’s Conversion. He thinks all 
Catholics should labor to that end, and 
is opposed to Catholic clergymen attack- 
ing Protestant doctrines.’’ We quote 
the following extracts from the article: 


The Rev. Walter Elliott, a missionary 
of the Order of the Paulist Fathers, 
whose church is at Columbus avenue 
and Fifty-ninth street, is confident that 
the people of this country will ultimate 
ly be converted to Catholicity. He has 
come to this conclusion after two years’ 
experience as a Catholic missionary 
among the Protestants of Michigan and 
Ohio. To Protestant audiences in the 
rural districts of these States he had 
preached on Catholic doctrine. He has 
just written for the Catholic World, a 
magazine issued by the Paulists, an ar- 
ticle on his missionary experience, which 
is attracting attention in non-Catholic 
as well as Catholic circles. He believes 
Catholic priests and well-instructed 
Catholic laymen will, one of these days, 
form a missionary corps which will con- 
vert the whole nation. 

‘‘ Let us realize as an actual fact that 
we can get a hearing,’’ he writes. ‘‘Ac- 
cept our evidence, accept the evidence 
of many other priests from all sections 
of the country ; we are witnesses who 
have tried the experiment and who have 
succeeded. The condition of things is 
therefore this: The Catholic Church in 
America is among the non-Catholic peo- 
ple who are willing to listen to Catholic 
truth. Stop at that fact and square 
your conscience with it. As laymen, 
priest or prelate, reckon with God thus: 
1 am a member of the one true Church, 
and I can get a hearing for its claims 
from non-Catholics. What should I do 
about it ?’’ 

He declares that the duty of a Catho- 
lic is not confined to making converts 
outright. ‘‘It isto remove bitterness, 
to set aside delusions, to overcome preju- 
dices,’’ he says. ‘‘If you cannot make 
converts of your Protestant neighbors, 
you can, at least, make good-natured 
Protestants of them, Is there no obli- 


gation to set about doing this? If you 
can get a hearing, it may be that you 
cannot gain an immediate victory, but 
you can reduce the warfare to a friendly 
contest ; you can put an end to polemi- 
cal scalping. ‘To establish our belliger- 
ent rights is half the battle. To secure 
a hearing for Catholicity, as among the 
religious claimants, is an immense 
advantage.’’ 

Father Elliott praises Protestants. 
‘‘Where,’’ he adds, ‘‘is there a Catholic 
church in the United States which has 
not Protestant money in it?—-not to 
mention our charitable and educational 
institutions.”’ 

He does not believe in sending mis- 
sionaries to the heathen in foreign lands 
so long as the United States prove a 
good field for Catholic enterprise. This 
is the way he writes on this point : 

‘* Not ‘long ago I was amazed and 
edified at the account of hundreds of 
noble priests who had died of malaria 
on the African missions, the average life 
of the fathers, as my informant, who is 
a provincial of a missionary order, as- 
sured me, being hardly seven years 
after arrival at the missions. But when 
I spoke to him of the American mission 
to the whites he was evidently the re 
cipient of thoughts wholly new. Now 
I say this: If you will send your hun- 
dreds to an early death from African 
malaria, why not give at least a few of 
your heroes to apostolic labors here in 
America, where they may die after 
many years of hard work in lecturing 
and catechizing and interviewing and 
converting kindly fellow citizens? _I 
wonder at being thought eccentric for 
appealing for missionaries to save souls 
right at our own doors.’’ 

Father Elliott concludes his article 
with this paragraph : 

‘*In the many non-Catholic mussioms 
which we have given, nearly all of then 
in public halls, we have learned many 
strange things, but the strangest of ail 
is the ripeness of the harvest. The 
fruit is so ripe that it is falling from the 
trees and is being carried away by every 
passer by. Our countrymen are religious 
people who are accessible to Catholic 
argument—would that all Bishops, all 
provincials of communities, all priests 
and nuns would write this fact on their 
hearts !’’ 
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TRANSLATED FROM THE ROMAN BREVIARY BY JAMES A, O'CONNOR. 
CHAPTER VII. 


The Breviary, or ‘‘ office book,”’ as it is called, of the Roman Catholic 
clergy is as much a mystery to the average Roman Catholic as to the Pro- 
testant. The devout Roman Catholic woman who raises her eyes from 
her beads during vespers, sees the officiating priest’s lips moving rapidly; if 
she watches for a moment she will see his eyes leave the book and roam 
slowly about the church, but all the while his lips move as rapidly as 
ever. She knows he is saying his ‘‘ office,’’ and pities the poor man, who 
is tied to his Breviary and obliged to give so much of his valuable time to 
it. Said slowly the office of each day would take about an hour to finish 
completely, but as the Church divides the office into parts to be said at 
different intervals of the day, it does not interfere with the pleasure or 
duty of the priests. 

The parts of the office are Matins, Lauds, Prime, Terce, Sexte, None, 
Vespers and Complin. Matins and Lauds are supposed to be said, and in 
fact are said, in the strict monasteries, such as that of the Trappist monks, 
between midnight and dawn; Prime, Terce, Sexte and None between 
dawn and the middle of the day, and Vespers and Complin in the after- 
noon. ‘There are three ‘‘ nocturns,’’ so-called because they are said during 
the night, in Matins,each of which is composed of antiphons, three psalms 
and three lessons. The lessons of the first nocturn are taken from the Old 
Testament, or from the Epistles, or the Apocalypse, or the Acts of the 
Apostles of the New Testament. They differ according to the ecclesiasti- 
cal season. The order as given in the Breviary is: In advent the proph- 
ecies of Isaiah; after Christmas the Epistles of St. Paul; from septuagesima 
Sunday, and during Lent, the Books of Moses; in Passover time the Lam- 
entations of Jeremiah; after Easter the Acts of the Apostles and the Apoc- 
alypse and canonical books; after Pentecost the Book of Kings; in August 
the book of Wisdom ; in September Job, Tobias, Judith and Esther; in 
October the Maccabees, and in November Ezekiel and Daniel. The sec- 
ond and third nocturns are also composed of antiphons, psalms and les- 
sons. The lessons of the second nocturn zive a short life of the saint or an 
account of the feast of the day: those of the third are extracts from the 
commentaries of the Fathers on the Gospels. As a sample we take the 
foliowing from the Roman Breviary : 

On the feast of St. Elizabeth of Portugal, July 8, the Matins is said in 
this way: After the ‘‘ Our Father,’’ ‘‘ Hail Mary’’ and Creed, Psalm 
xciv. is said as an invitatory, after which the hymn ‘‘ Domare’’ is then 
sung, the first verse of which is rendered thus into English in the transla- 
tion of the Breviary by the Marquis of Bute : 

Pure, meek, with soul serene, 
Sweeter to her it was toserve unseen 
Her God, than reign a queen. 

The antiphon, ‘‘ The glory of Elizabeth is exalted above the heavens,’’ 

is then said, followed by the reading of Psalm viii., after which the 
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antiphon is repeated. The antiphon, ‘‘Come, my chosen one, and I 
will place in thee my throne, because the king hath loved thy beauty,’’ 
is said, and Psalm xviii. is repeated with the antiphon as after the first 
Psalm. The antiphon of the third Psalm is, ‘‘ She received benediction 
from the Lord and mercy from God, her salvation.’’ Psalm xxiii. is then 
said and the antiphon repeated, and the versicle, ‘‘ Many daughters have 
gathered up riches,’’ and the response, ‘‘ Thou hast exceeded them all.’’ 
The priest, or if the office is being said by a community, the reader then 
says, ‘‘ Deign, O Lord, to bless us,’’ and the presiding priest pronounces a 
blessing. This is repeated before each lesson of the three nocturns. The 
lessons of the first nocturn are taken from the Parables (Sol. xxxi. 10). 
After each the reader says, ‘‘ Thou O Lord have mercy on us,’’ to which 
the others answer, ‘‘ Thanks be to God,’’ and one of the following re- 
sponses is read _‘ First—‘‘ Born of a kingly race Elizabeth was surround- 
ed by a triple variety of merits. For she has left on earth an example of 
virtue in her three grades of life.’’ Versicle: ‘‘She lived undefiled as a 
virgin, a wife and a widow.’’ Answer: ‘‘For she has,’’ etc. Second— 
‘‘She hath opened her mouth with wisdom. And kindness was the law 
to her tongue.’’ Versicle: ‘‘For thou hast presented her with the bless- 
ings of sweetness.’’ Answer: ‘‘And kindness was the law to her tongue.’’ 
Third—‘‘ Thou hast given to her the desire of her heart, and Thou hast 
not defrauded her of the desire of her lips.’’ Versicle: ‘Thou hast compas- 
sed her with the shield of Thy goodness.’’ Answer: ‘‘And Thou has not 
defrauded her of the desire of her lips.’’ Versicle: ‘‘Glory be to the Father 
and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.’’ Answer: ‘‘And Thou has not 


defrauded her of the desire of her lips.’’ 


Then follow the antiphons and Psalms of the second nocturn in which 
Psalms xliv., xlv. and xlvii. are said. The lessons of the second nocturn 
contain a short history of the lite of Elizabeth. Lesson IV. reads : 

‘‘ Elizabeth was born of the royal family of Aragon, in the year of 
Christ 1271. Contrary to the usual custom, her parents, as a presage of 
her future sanctity, did not give her the name of her mother or grand- 
mother, but that of her maternal aunt, St. Elizabeth of Thuringia. Her 
destiny as a peacemaker was apparent even from the mom nt of her birth, 
for that event put an end to the dissznsions between her father and uncle 
and brought about a lasting p2acs. Her father so admired the gentle 
disposition of his young child that he would often predict that Elizabeth 
would far surpass in virtue all the other daughters of the royal family of 
Aragon, and he attributed the happiness of his reign and the peace of his 
kingdom to his daughter, who was so perfect in her indifference to dress, 
her abstinance from pleasures, her frequent fasts, her constant prayer and 
her acts of charity. Being knowia everywhere on account of her virtues, 
many princes sought her in marriage, and she was given in marriage by 
her parents to Denis, King of Portugal.’’ 

At the end of the lesson the reader adds: ‘‘Thou, Lord, have mercy on 
us,’’ and the others answer, ‘‘ Thanks be to God,’’ and immediately begin 
the reading of a responsory as in the first nocturn. 

The fifth lesson reads: ‘‘ In married life she gave no less effort to in- 
creasing her own virtues than to educating herchildren, studying to please 
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her husband, but more to please her God. During the greater part of the 
year she ate only bread and water, and in a sickness, when she refused to 
take wine at the order of her physician, the water was miraculously 
changed into wine. On another occasion she instantly cured a woman 
afflictec with a horrible ulcer by kissing the sore. At another time, in 
winter, wishing to hide from the king the alms she was taking to the 
poor, she changed them into roses. She gave sight to a virgin blind from 
birth, and relieved others from dangerous illness by a simple sign of the 
cross. She built monasteries, colleges and churches, and endowed them 
munificiently. She was most successful in appeasing disturbances in the 
kingdom and indefatigable in lightening the sufferings of her subjects, 
both private and and public.’’ [Priests must believe all that ! ] 

After the ‘‘ Thou O Lord’’ and ‘“Thanks be to God’’ and the response, 
the sixth lesson is read, which continues: ‘‘ When King Denis died, as 
she [Elizabeth] had been the model of virgins and wives, she became also 
a model for widows. At the King’s death she put on the habit of the re- 
ligious of St. Clare and faithfully attended the funeral of her husband. 
Shortly after she went to Compostella, where she offered rich gifts of silks, 
gold, silver and precious stones for the repose of her husband's soul. Re- 
turning home she turned to pious uses whatever costly things she had that 
were dear to her, built a convent for nuns at Coimbra and, thinking of 
God rather than self, she passed her days in protecting widows and orph- 
ans and doing good to allabout her. A war having broke out between 
her son and her grandson she hastened to act as peacemaker. Arriving 
at Castile she was taken ill, and having had the happiness of a visit from 
the Virgin Mary, mother of God, she died there on the fourth day of July, 
1336. After her death she became illustrious by many miracles, and es- 
pecially because her body lay uncorrupted for three hundred years, ¢xhal- 
ing a sweet oder, and she is always spoken of as the ‘ Holy Queen.’ = In 
the year of the Jubilee (1625) Urban VIII., with the approval of the 
entire world, placed her name on the list of saints.”’ 

After the responsory the antiphons and Psalms xev., xevi. and xevii. of 
tke third nocturn are said, after which the lessons of that nocturn from the 
second homily of Pope Gregory on chapter thirteen of the Gospel of St. 
Mathew are read with responses. After Matins is said, ordinarily the 
hymn of Sts. Ambrose and Augustine, ‘‘ Ze Deum,’’ or **‘ The Holy 
Lord,’’ issung. Then Lands is said, in which on ordinary festivals the 
Psalms xcii., xcix., lxii. and Ixvi., the canticle of the three children 
from Daniel iii., with Psalms cxlviii., cxlix. and cl., and the canticle of 
Zacharias (Luke i.) are repeated. After each Psalm the ‘‘ Gloria Patri,’’ 
etc. (‘‘ Glory be to the Father’’) is said, except after Psalms Ixii. and 
cxlviii, where is inserted in the Breviary the words, ‘‘ Hic non dicitur 
Gloria Patri’’ (‘‘here the Glori Patri is not said’’). It is told of a 
community of nuns whose rule obliged them to say the office in Lat- 
in each day, but who knew nothing of the meaning of the words, 
that when they came to those words they would continue in the same 
monotonous tone to repeat ‘‘ //ic non dicitur’’ and then go on with 
‘* Gloria Patri.’’ ‘This they did for years until their chaplain one day 
overheard them, and, calling the superior, explained the meaning of the 
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words toher. A prayer to the saint of the day is said after Lauds. 


The ‘‘ Little Horns,’’ as they are called, are said during the morning 
hours. At Prime, on ordinary festivals, is said Psalms liii. cxviii. (cxix. 
in the Protestant version) as far as verse thirty-three. This Psalm is con- 
tinued in Terce, Sexte and None. After the Psalm in each hour a prayer 
to the saint of the day is said. In the vespers Psalms cix., cx., cxi., xii. 
and cxvi. are said on ordinary feasts, but special Psalms are said on such 





feasts as Christmas, Easter, Pentecost, etc. 


iv., XXX., xc. and cxxxiii. 


Complin is made up of Psalms 


Beside the Psalms a hymn is said at the be- 


ginning of Matins and the ‘‘ Little Horns*’ and at the end of Lauds, 


Vespers and Complins. 


Before and after the recitation of the office the ‘‘ Our Father,’’ 


Mary ’’ and Creed are said kneeling. 


‘* Hail 
When the office is said in a relig- 


ious community those present kneel during the prayers, stand for the 
hymns and sit while the Psalms are recited. 

The whole office can be said within an hour, and priests are often heard 
boasting that they can say it all within forty-five minutes, just as some 
boast that they can say in twenty minutes an ordinary mass, which would 


take a half hour for those who say it properly. 


Indeed, it is the custom 


of many of them to put off the reading of the office until just before going 
to bed, and many a time when the light in the priest’s window near 
midnight makes his deluded people sympathize with him on account of 
his attention to study, he is sitting with his Breviary in one hand and his 


watch in the other mumbling the words of the office at lightning speed in 
his effort to finish before twelve o'clock. 


[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 
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From the /ree Methodist, Chicago, 
Ill., March 20, 1895: 

We acknowledge the receipt of bound Volume 

XL. of THE ConVERTED CATHOLIC This book 

comprises the monthly numbers for 1894 of the 


magazine bearing that name. 


pages, 


It contains 380 
substantially bound in cloth. The me- 
chanical make-up of the book is excellent. The 
frontspiece is an excellent engraving of the Editor. 
The price is 51.25. 

THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC is edited by Father 
©’Connor, a converted Roman Catholic priest. It 
is especially designed to enlighten Roman Catho- 
lics to recover them from their bondage to the tra- 
ditions and superstitions of Komanism, and to se- 
cure their conversion to evangelical Christianity. 
It isever replete with powerful arguments for the 
refutation of Kome’s unblushing assumptions, with 
able discussions and well-anthenticated facts con- 
cerning the various points of controversy between 
RKomanism and Protestantism, and with timely 
and judicious exposures of Rome's misdeeds at 
home and abroad. 


It is bold, clear, crisp, forci- 
ble and spicy, yet always dignified, pure and 
wholesome. 


Unlike many works which 


treat on Romanism it omits those things which can 
serve no better end than to gratify a prurient 
taste, which makes it a safe book to place in any 
family. We know of no work treating on the 
same subjects which is more worthy of a wide cir- 
culation and general and careful perusal than TH! 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC. James A. O’Connor, pub- 
lisher, 142 West Twenty first street, New York. 
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From the Review Herald, Bate 
Creek, Mich., January 8, 1895. 

THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC is a monthly maga- 
zine edited by James A. O’Connor, New York. 
price $1.00. The editor was once a papal priest. 
but was converted years ago; and most of hi 
articles breathe a spirit of religious fervor and de- 
pendence upon God that is found in but few ot 
the religious periodicals of the day. 


SERMONS ON ROMANISM. 

Invitations to preach at camp meet- 
ings and other religious assemblies 
during the summer will be cheerfully 
accepted by the Editor of this Maga- 
zine. Address this office. 





